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The World Community Perceives Armenia
More and More As a Part Of International
Democracy. Prime Minister Pashinyan
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ARMENIAN FORUM
FOR DEMOCRACY

YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan participated in the
third Armenian Forum for Democ-
racy.

The President of the Constitu-
tional Court Arman Dilanyan, Vice
President of the National Assembly
Hakob Arshakyan, MPs, Cabinet
members, Head of the EU Delegation
to Armenia, Ambassador Vassilis
Maragos, US Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary to Arme-
nia Kristina Kvien, Director for Eu-
rope and Eurasia programs at Free-
dom House Marc Behrendt, repre-
sentatives of civil society, experts
were also present at the event.

In his speech, Prime Minister
Pashinyan welcomed the attendees
and highlighted the importance of
holding such forums. “Why is it
important to hold such forums and
this forum? Because as rightly men-
tioned, this is a good opportunity to
discuss the progress of democracy
and democratic reforms in Armenia,

to discuss the challenges that exist
for democratic reforms and the de-
velopment of democracy in Arme-
nia. [ think that as a result we should
emphasize, summarize together what
further development tactics we
should adopt for democratic reforms
and what road map we should have
in order to coordinate our efforts in
terms of democracy development.
This in turn means that this forum

should record the collective will of

all of us to strengthen and develop
democracy in the Republic of Arme-
nia. But for this we also need to
record what happened to the agenda
of democracy that we had 7 years
ago. I must record that the changes
that have taken place in Armenia in
terms of democracy are not few.
For example, the phrases “falsifica-

tion of elections” or “falsification of

election results”, I think, have al-
ready been attributed to the histori-

Continued on page4

Armenian, Azeri FMs Invited to NATO
Summit in Washington

WASHINGTON, DC — The
United States has invited the Armenian
and Azerbaijani foreign ministers to a
NATO summit in Washington sched-
uled for July 9-11, U.S. Assistant Sec-
retary of State James O’Brien an-
nounced during a visit to Baku on
Friday.

Azerbaijani news agencies quoted
O’Brien as saying that the U.S. ex-
pects the two ministers to attend the
summit along with representatives of
other NATO “partner states.” He did
not say whether the U.S. State Depart-
ment hopes to host fresh peace talks
between them on the sidelines of that
gathering.

One of those news agencies,
Turan, reported on Thursday that
Washington is pushing for such talks

in hopes of getting Armenia and
Azerbaijan to finalize a bilateral peace
treaty. The Armenian government de-
clined to comment on the report.

O’Brien held separate talks in
Baku with Azerbaijan’s President
ITham Aliyev and Foreign Minister
Jeyhun Bayramov. Writing on X af-
ter the talks, he said he and Aliyev
had a “serious discussion on a range
of issues.”

“The U.S. wants a strong rela-
tionship with Azerbaijan. We welcome
bold leadership to complete a peace
agreement with Armenia without de-
lay,” he said.

“We are very clear with Presi-
dent Aliyev that this is a time to make
peace,” O’Brien told U.S. lawmakers
ahead of his trip to Azerbaijan.

US Secretary of State: Armenia-Azerbaijan
Peace Deal Within Reach

WASHINGTON, DC — The
United States believes there is an ex-
traordinary opportunity for Armenia
and Azerbaijan to reach peace now, the
country’s Secretary of State Antony
Blinken stated this at a conversation on
US foreign policy at the Brookings
Institution.

“There is a unique opportunity
to implement a peace agreement be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan that
will end years of conflict and, in
general, I think, will create tremen-
dous opportunities for economic
engagement and economic growth
in the region, connecting countries
both East and West, and North and
South. Azerbaijan plays a critical
role in this issue,” Blinken empha-
sized, adding that the United States
has been actively pursuing this
through diplomacy, trying to help
Azerbaijan and Armenia move closer
to a peace agreement.

In his speech, the U.S. Secretary
of State also noted that Washington
carried out this work in very close
cooperation and coordination with the

European Union, and expressed the
opinion that Yerevan and Baku can
indeed achieve peace.

“I think that that’s something
that really is within reach. [ was
speaking just about a week ago to
[Azerbaijan’s leader] Aliyev on this. |
think that’s achievable, and it’s mani-
festly in the interests of both Azerbaijan
and Armenia, as well as the broader
region,” he said.

Armen Grigoryan:

Russia Came, Took Nagorno Karabakh Away
from the Armenians, Returned It to
Azerbaijan and Then Went Back

YEREVAN — Russia allowed
Azerbaijan to start the 2020 war in
Nagorno-Karabakh and regain full con-
trol over the region last September,
Armen Grigoryan, the secretary of
Armenia’s Security Council, told re-
porters on Wednesday.

“Russia came, took Nagorno
Karabakh away from the Armenians,
returned it to Azerbaijan and then went
back,” Grigoryan, stated. “This is the
whole reality. I insist that Russia took
Nagorno Karabakh. Without Russia’s
permission, there would have been no
war.”

Grigoryan appeared to echo
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s
May 22 claims that two member
states of the Russian-led Collective
Security Treaty Organization (CSTO)
helped Azerbaijan prepare for the
2020 war. Pashinyan is believed to
have to referred to Russia and
Belarus. The Russian Foreign Minis-
try challenged him to name those
countries before recalling Russia’s
ambassador to Armenia for consul-
tations.

Grigoryan defended what
Pashinyan and his political allies de-
scribe as a “diversification” of
Armenia’s foreign and security policy.
Ending its “total dependence” on Rus-
sia will “bring stability” to the region,
he said.

Grigoryan argued on Wednesday
that Russia already accounts for less
than 10 percent of the Armenia’s arms
acquisitions because of its failure to
honor Russian-Armenian defense con-
tracts singed in 2021 and 2022.

Grigoryan claimed that the Rus-
sians are also reluctant to help Armenia
rebuild and modernize its armed forces.

“I don’t want to name names but
must say that a high-ranking official
from Armenia was once told that if
Russia supplies Armenia with arms
and ammunition Armenia will toughen
its positions and that’s also why they
don’t deliver [the weapons.]”

Continued on page 3
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Armenia, Azerbaijan Report Progress in
Border Delimitation Talks

YEREVAN — Armenia-
Azerbaijan committees on border de-
limitation are working on creating a
charter to regulate joint activities, the
office of Armenia’s Deputy Prime
Minister Mher Grigoryan revealed on
Monday.

“As of July 1, 2024, the commit-
tees exchanged draft charters and dis-
cussed numerous matters. The nego-
tiations are to continue. We expect to
finish [the charter] in the near future,”
the statement said.

Representatives of Yerevan and
Baku signed a border delimitation pro-
tocol on May 15, 2024 that recreated
the old border between Soviet Armenia
and Soviet Azerbaijan, basedona 1976
map. The border will separate the Ar-
menian settlements of Baghanis,
Voskepar, Kirants and Berkaber in the
Tavush province from the abandoned
Azerbaijani villages named Baganis

Ayrum, Asagi skipara, Xeyrimli, and
Qizilhacili.

Armenia’s Security Council Sec-
retary Armen Grigoryan announced on
May 17 that not an inch of Armenian
land had been ceded to Azerbaijan
during the border delimitation process.

The border guards of Armenia’s
National Security Service entered duty
on the delimited sections of the border
in the Tavush province on 24 May,
except for the section in the village of
Kirants where transitory border con-
trol mode is expected to be used until
24 July 2024.

Armenia and Azerbaijan also
pledged to continue the delimitation
process on other sections of the bor-
der according to the 1991 Alma-Ata
Protocol and to record this in a docu-
ment that would regulate the joint ac-
tivities of the committees, expected to
be drafted before July 1.

Former French Foreign Condemns Holding
COP29 Climate Conference in Azerbaijan

PARIS — Azerbaijan should not
host the United Nations Climate Con-
ference (COP29) as the country re-
mains responsible for the recent ethnic
cleansing in Nagorno-Karabakh, Ber-
nard Kouchner, the former Foreign
Minister of France, said in a op-ed for
Le Monde, published on Saturday.

“How can [...] such a crucial
event [be hosted] in a country that
deviates from international law, de-
pends heavily on hydrocarbons and
flouts humanrights by holding twenty-
three Armenian hostages without valid
reason who are dying inits jails? A year
has not passed since the ethnic cleans-
ing of the 120,000 Armenians of
Nagorno-Karabakh and Azerbaijan has
already been awarded the right to host
an event as prestigious as COP29. This
choice raises questions on both hu-
manitarian and ecological levels,” he
wrote.

The United Nations Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) ap-
pears to be acting as if the events of the
past months had not happened, giving
Azerbaijan a blank check to continue
violating international law, Kouchner
believes.

“For the first time in over two
millennia, there are no Armenians left
in this part of the world [Nagorno-
Karabakh]. Asthey were about to leave
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President Mahmoud Abbas Thanks
Armenian Counterpart for his Country’s
Recognition of the State of Palestine

RAMALLAH — President
Mamood Abbas of Palestine addressed
a message of thanks and appreciation
to his Armenian counterpart Vahagn
Khachatouryan, saying that Armenia’s
recognition of the State of Palestine
expresses the country’s values and its
leadership’s commitment to achieving
justice and its belief in human rights,
WAFA News Agency reports.

President Abbas said this con-
firms the depth of relations of friend-
ship and respect that unite the two
countries and the Palestinian and Ar-
menian peoples, adding that the recog-
nition also contributes to alleviating
the injustice that has been inflicted on
the Palestinian people since the begin-
ning of the Nakba till today, as the
Palestinian people face the bloody ag-
gression of the Israeli occupation for
the ninth consecutive month.

“Your wise decision, which is
consistent with international law, in-
ternational legitimacy and the United
Nations resolutions, is a step forward

inrecognizing the right of the Palestin-
ian people to their land on the 1967
borders, the necessity of ending the
Israeli occupation, self-determination
and sovereignty and independence, as
well as and the inevitability of respect-
ing their dignity, humanity and free-
dom, like the other peoples of the
world,” said President Abbas.

President Abbas said he is look-
ing forward to the countries that have
not yet recognized the independent
State of Palestine to follow suit, in
order to achieve security, peace and
coexistence between the State of Pal-
estine and the countries of the region,
so thatall the peoples of the region may
live in peace and stability.

He wished his Armenian coun-
terpart health, happiness and success,
and the friendly Republic of Armenia
and its people further progress and
prosperity, expressing hope that the
relations of Palestine and Armenia
would witness development and
growth.

the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic,
Ruben Vardanian, a philanthropist and
Nobel Peace Prize nominee, and seven
other Armenian political leaders were
taken hostage by Azeri authorities along
with a dozen civilians,” Kouchner
stressed.

“Their arbitrary detention is all
the more worrying because no foreign
observer or media is allowed to be
present at the ongoing trials or to
provide information on their state of
health. For nearly nine months, calls
for the release of these hostages have
gone unheeded. However, and it is
essential to reiterate, the fight against
climate change cannot be dissociated
from respect for human rights,” he
added.

Azerbaijan launched a full-scale

PM Pashinyan Receives Freedom House
Director for Europe and Eurasia

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
received Mark Behrendt, Director for
Europe and Eurasia programs at Free-
dom House.

The Prime Minister emphasized
the importance of cooperation and dia-
logue between the Armenian govern-
ment and the civil society, which con-
tributes to the effective implementa-
tion of democratic reforms in various
fields.

Nikol Pashinyan noted that Free-
dom House’s reports also provide an
important impetus to the government
in promoting reforms. The Prime Min-
ister emphasized that the development
of democratic institutions and the re-
form agenda is a strategy for the gov-
ernment.

The interlocutors discussed is-
sues related to the fight against cor-

L e ) mm@
ruption, freedom of speech, ensuring
the independence of the judicial sys-
tem and reforms implemented in other
directions, the problems of people forc-
ibly displaced from Nagorno Karabakh
and the steps taken by the Armenian
government to solve them.

invasion of Nagorno-Karabakh on 19-
20 September 2023 using artillery,
UAVs, and aircraft. On 28 September,
Samvel Shahramanyan, the leader of
the self-proclaimed state, signed a de-
cree that put the republic out of exist-

ence starting 1 January 2024.

Roughly a week after the inva-
sion, all but a few ethnic Armenians
left Nagorno-Karabakh. The Armenian
government reported registering a to-
tal of 115,000 refugees.
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“Why Are There No Armenians in Nagorno
Karabakh?” Freedom House Fact-Finding
Report Summary

YEREVAN — Freedom House
has published a report summary titled
“Why are there no Armenians in
Nagorno Karabakh?”.

The report documents how eth-
nic Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh
were intentionally subjected to regu-
lar attacks, intimidation, deprivation
of basic rights and adequate living
conditions, and forced displacement
by the Azerbaijani state.

This report examines the situa-
tion for ethnic Armenians living in
Nagorno-Karabakh for the period
starting with the Second Nagorno-
Karabakh War in 2020 and through
the Azerbaijani military offensive
against Nagorno-Karabakh in Sep-
tember 2023 and its aftermath. It is
an initial summary with a full, ex-
tended report to be released later.
Through an international fact-find-
ing effort that included hundreds of
witness interviews and open-source
data, the analysis aims to answer
why there are no ethnic Armenians
living in Nagorno-Karabakh as of
May 2024. It documents how people
in Nagorno-Karabakh were inten-
tionally subjected to regular attacks,
intimidation, deprivation of basic
rights and adequate living conditions,
and forced displacement. The evi-
dence demonstrates that the
Azerbaijani state acted upon a com-
prehensive, methodically imple-
mented strategy to empty Nagorno-
Karabakh of its ethnic Armenian
population and historical and cul-
tural presence.

During more than three hun-
dred and thirty in-depth interviews
with witnesses, gross violations of
the norms of human rights, interna-

tional humanitarian law and interna-
tional criminal law by the Azerbaijani
authorities were recorded.

The fact-finding mission found
that there is sufficient evidence to
conclude that the actions of the
Azerbaijani authorities constitute
crimes under the Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court, in-
cluding Article 7 (crimes against
humanity) and Article 8 (war crimes),
and amount to the forcible displace-
ment of a population. to the defini-
tion, as well as to the standards of
ethnic cleansing defined by UN ex-
perts in the context of the former
Yugoslavian conflict.

This fact-finding report was
jointly prepared by Freedom House,
International Partnership for Human
Rights, Democracy Development
Foundation, Helsinki Citizens’ As-
sembly — Vanadzor, Protection of
Rights without Borders NGO, Law
Development and Protections Foun-
dation, and Truth Hounds. Media
Diversity Institute conducted the
open-source investigation and veri-
fication. Talin Hitik provided sub-
stantial support editing the summary
and the larger report. Anoush
Baghdassarian made a significant
contribution to editing several sec-
tions of the larger report. The meth-
odology and questionnaires were pre-
pared by Democracy Development
Foundation, International Partner-
ship for Human Rights, and Truth
Hounds. The fact-finding mission
was made possible with the support
of Open Society Foundations and
Freedom House. The fact-finding
mission was coordinated by the De-
mocracy Development Foundation.

Russia Came, Took Nagorno Karabakh Away

Continued frompage 1

Russia reacted angrily to
Grigoryan’s claims, with Foreign Min-
istry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova
accusing him of “humiliating his own
people” and questioning his sanity.

“Citizens of Armenia defended
their territory, sacrificed their lives
and considered that historically impor-
tant,” Zakharova told a news briefing.
“The ideology of Armenia as a state for
many years was built precisely on
these theses. They knew why they

were going into battle, why they were
sacrificing their well-being, dooming
their wives and children to widow-
hood and orphanhood.”

Grigory Karasin, a senior mem-
ber of Russia’s upper house of its
parliament, called Grigoryan’s com-
ments “absolutely not true.”

“One should look at the records
and speeches of Armenian political
figures, including senior leadership,”
Karasin told the RIA Novosti news
agency. “They contain the answers to
these questions.”

Saturday, July 6, 2024

PACE Resolution Approves Electoral
Reforms Implemented in Armenia, Continued
Commitment to Democratic Development

STRASBOOURG — Atits meet-
ing on June 26, the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Council of Europe
(PACE) adopted a resolution approv-
ing the implementation by Armenia of
its obligations, as announced by Deputy
Speaker of Armenia’s National As-
sembly and head of the country’s del-
egation to PACE Ruben Rubinyan.

The Parliamentary Assembly
highly appreciates Armenia’s contin-
ued commitment to democratic devel-
opment despite significant security
challenges and notes that, in the face
of a complex international environ-
ment, Armenia has pursued an ambi-
tious reform agenda, the resolution
says.

The Assembly notes with satis-
faction that the authorities have en-
sured inclusiveness and transparency
in the legislative process, which has
led to the reform of the Electoral Code
by a series of consultations of the
Venice Commission.

The Assembly welcomed the
holding of the Yerevan City Council of
Elders elections in September 2023.
Although they took place during a
period of extreme tension over the
situation in Nagorno-Karabakh, they
nevertheless met the democratic stan-
dards set by the Council of Local and
Territorial Authorities.

Theresolution states that the 2023
elections were the third consecutive
elections after the national elections of
2018 and 2021, which were assessed
by the international community as free
of violations, unlike the elections of
the previous period. Therefore, the
Assembly believes that the authorities
of Armenia have primarily achieved
the goal of holding truly democratic
elections that enjoy the trust of the
Armenian people.

The Assembly highly appreciates
the reforms aimed at preserving the
judicial system’s independence and
notes with satisfaction the readiness
and continuous efforts of the Arme-
nian authorities for genuine dialogue
with the Council of Europe. At the
same time, it is regrettable that there is
still a widespread perception that dis-
ciplinary procedures against judges are
being abused to influence their deci-
sions. Accordingly, it is welcomed
that the Minister of Justice has asked
the Venice Commission for an opinion
on the concept document for the re-
form of the Committee on Ethics and

Disciplinary Affairs of the General
Assembly of Judges, which shows the
political will to cooperate with the CoE
bodies on this issue.

The Assembly also positively
evaluates the authorities’ accurate de-
termination to fight systemic corrup-
tion, evidenced by the creation of two
specialized anti-corruption bodies and
courts, the reform of the Police, and
the introduction of checks on the con-
duct of judges, prosecutors, and per-
sons holding independent positions in
investigative bodies.

The Assembly notes that after
the forced displacement of the people
of Nagorno-Karabakh, some rallies
organized by opposition parties de-
manding the resignation of Prime Min-
ister Pashinyan in Armenia became
violent when protesters tried to invade
government buildings forcefully.

The Assembly noted with satis-
faction that during these events, the
clash with the police force did not
result in casualties, unlike the events
of March 1, 2008, when ten were
killed, which was strongly condemned
by the Assembly’s resolution 1837.

It is mentioned that in September
2023, Azerbaijani armed forces in-
vaded Nagorno-Karabakh, a part un-
der the protection of Russian peace-
keeping forces. Fearing the conse-
quences, most of the population fled to
Armenia within days. The Assembly
refers to the resolution “The humani-
tarian situation in Nagorno-Karabakh”
and the consultation of the same name,
where it expressed deep regret that
almost the entire Armenian population
of the region, more than 100,600
people, had to leave their ancestral
homeland and flee to Armenia, and
called made Azerbaijan release all de-
tained representatives of Nagorno
Karabakh, as well as all Armenian pris-
oners of war held in Azerbaijan.

The Assembly notes that Arme-
nian authorities continue to be involved
in peace treaty negotiations with
Azerbaijan by their commitment to re-
solving international disputes peacefully.

The Assembly appreciates the
adopted approach tounblocking regional
communications based on sovereignty,
national competence, equality, and reci-
procity principles. In this context, the
Assembly welcomes the Armenian
government’s “Crossroads of Peace”
initiative, which can contribute to peace
and stability in the region.
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Second Collection of Arpi Sarafian’s
Endless Crossings: Reflections on Armenian Art

GLENDALE — After the success
of Endless Crossings: Reflections on
Armenian Artand Culture in Los Ange-
les (September 2019), the second col-
lection of literary and artistic reviews
by critic, Arpi Sarafian has been re-
leased. The Second Endless Crossings
is a compilation of essays written
roughly between 2020 and 2024. Cop-
ies of the book could be purchased at
Abril Bookstore
(www.abrilbooks.com). Keep tuned
for a book release event in the near
future.

While exploring the artistic and
the cultural life of Armenians in con-
temporary America remains the pre-
vailing focus of the essays assembled
in this second collection, preserving
our identity as Armenians has acquired
a new urgency. Diasporan Armenians
no longer have the luxury of finding
their way into the mainstream with the
tacit confidence of “Armenia forever.”
The recent fall of the Republic of
Artsakh and the ongoing threats to
Armenia’s territorial integrity pose an
existential threat that necessitates new
strategies of survival.

In their desperate attempt to re-
form, Alan Semerdjian and Micheline
Aharonian Marcom, among others,
shift their gaze inwards. Indeed, the
predominance in the collection of
works that explore this inner reality—
not at all a deliberate choice—might
suggest that when we have allowed
superficialities to take control of our
lives, it makes sense to reach into
something deeper, a spirituality per-
haps, to find solace for the mood of
hopelessness and discontent that
plague people’s lives.

While many of the reviews high-
light the work of emerging authors, a
few call attention to new releases of
older works, such as the translations
into English of Nigoghos Sarafian’s
The Bois de Vincennes or of The Book
of Adam by Hakob Karapentz.

The articles have been organized

BARP] SARAFIAN

ENDLESS CROSSINGS

Reflections on Armenian At and Culture

into groups—book reviews, transla-
tions, art and politics etc.—to make
the content of the collection more
easily accessible to the reader. It was
perhaps in response to faithful reader
the late Yervant Kochounian’s com-
ment, “You seem to find endless mate-
rial to comment on and encourage
Armenian Diaspora cultural endeav-
ors, especially feminine or feminist
ones,” that Sarafian decided to devote
a separate section to the Armenian
woman.

Arpi Sarafian holds a Ph.D.
from the University of Southern
Californiaand a B.A. and M.A. from
the American University of Beirut.
She was a lecturer in English Lan-
guage and Literature at the Califor-
nia State University, Los Angeles
from 1978 to retirement in 2014.
She has published articles in The Ar-
menian Mirror-Spectator, The Arme-
nian Observer, Ararat Literary Quar-
terly, Armenian International Maga-
zine (AIM), Virginia Woolf Miscel-
lany, Publication of the Modern Lan-
guage Association (PMLA), Journal of
the Society of Armenian Studies (JSAS)
and the Los Angeles Times.

The World Community Perceives Armenia

Continued from page 1

cal genre in the Republic of Arme-
nia, and this is very important.”

In that context, the Prime Min-
ister referred to other challenges, in
the direction of which tangible posi-
tive results have been recorded, in
particular, in terms of freedom of
assembly of political forces or civil
society or ensuring access to certain
places for holding assemblies. “There
were places, even outdoors, where
it was not so easy, if not impossible,
to hold a rally or gathering, not to
mention renting halls in hotels or
other places to hold political events.
Or, for example, repression of free-
dom of the press, I think this is also
a topic that, in fact, is a thing of the
past in Armenia.”

Nikol Pashinyan also referred
to the challenges of strengthening
democracy, for which there is still

work to be done. “Of course, it is
not the case that we have achieved
the ideal level of democracy in Ar-
menia or that we are satisfied with
the quality of democracy we have.
In particular, in my opinion, elec-
tions at local government levels are
not sufficiently politicized, civil and
community oriented. In other words,
the perception of the elections that
we have at the national level is not as
evident at the local government level.
Basically, the Republic of Armenia
has not established standards for the
use of force by law enforcement
agencies, which is obviously another
problem. What can be done to ex-
pand our understanding of the scope
of human rights protection? And this
applies to everyone’s right, because
the narrower the scope of that un-
derstanding, I mean, of human rights
protection, the more incomplete that
system is, even for those who are
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Armenian Engineers and Scientists
Association Representatives Meet with Los
Angeles County Supervisor Kathryn Barger

From left: Jay Tourgoutian, Vasken Yardemian, Supervisor Kathryn Barger,
Linda Megerdichian and Nareh Saghatelian

LOS ANGELES - On Friday,
June 21, 2024, representatives from
the Armenian Engineers and Scien-
tists Association (AESA) convened
with Los Angeles County Supervisor
Kathryn Barger to introduce the
AESA organization’s goals, mission
and initiatives. The meeting included
discussions on potential collabora-
tion opportunities and the
organization’s ongoing efforts to pro-
mote professional development in
science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM), along with
career development for the commu-
nity at large.

In attendance were AESA Presi-
dent Linda Megerdichian, AESA Past
President Vasken Yardemian, AESA
Public Affairs Committee Chair Jay
Tourgoutian and AESA Board Mem-
ber Nareh Saghatelian. Also present
at the meeting were Natalie
Vartanian, Field Deputy and Anish
Saraiya, Planning and Public Works
Deputy for Supervisor Barger.

The meeting focused on vari-
ous programs and initiatives aimed
at fostering innovation, supporting
the next generation of engineers and

scientists in our community, and
raising awareness of the significant
contributions made by Armenian pro-
fessionals in these fields. Supervisor
Barger and her team expressed sup-
port for AESA’s mission and high-
lighted potential areas for partner-
ship, including mentorship programs,
and connecting with subject matter
experts from the AESA membership
network.

“Los Angeles County District 5
is home to the largest Armenian popu-
lation in the United States,” Supervisor
Bargernoted. “I appreciate the input of
the Armenian community in my dis-
trict and look forward to our contin-
ued collaboration to support their con-
tributions in STEM fields,” added Su-
pervisor Barger.

“We are grateful for the oppor-
tunity to meet with Supervisor Barger
and her team, and appreciate her
commitment to the Armenian com-
munity. We are also looking forward
to establishing a long-term relation-
ship with LA County,” said Linda
Megerdichian, President of AESA.
“Together, we can make a positive
impact on the broader community.”

within that scope. That is, the scope
seems to be inclusive, but the nar-
rower the scope, the lower the qual-
ity of human rights protection, in-
cluding for people whose rights do
not appear to be at issue. What should
be done so that in the absence of
systemic corruption, corruption it-
self does not form alternative sys-
tems? What can be done so that the
judicial system or the independence
of the judicial system is not only a
slogan, not only a program, but also
a widely perceived reality by the
public, so that the public perceives it
not as a title, but as a reality that he
deals with every day? These are
issues that are on the agenda not
only of the government, but also of
non-governmental organizations and,
by and large, the public,” said the
Prime Minister.

Nikol Pashinyan emphasized
that the statement he made back in
2018 remains unshakable: “democ-
racy for us is not a result of circum-
stances, that is, it is not a reality
caused by circumstances, but it is a

strategy. And the government and
the ruling majority will continue on
this strategic path.”

“One thing is clear: democracy
is seriously taking root in Armenia,
and the international community per-
ceives the Republic of Armenia more
and more as a part of international or
global democracy. And this is per-
haps the most important record that
we can make today and this is per-
haps the most visible success that
democracy has recorded in the Re-
public of Armenia,” said the Prime
Minister.

Summarizing the speech, Nikol
Pashinyan wished success to the
third Armenian Forum for Democ-
racy and thanked the civil society
representatives and international part-
ners for supporting the implementa-
tion of the democratic reform agenda
of the Armenian government.

Nikol Pashinyan also partici-
pated in the panel discussion within
the framework of the forum, during
which he answered the questions of
the attendees.
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ENGERAYIN TIVAN PRESENTS

Summer Vibes

DINNER PARTY

Jaaaaan Restaurant

(;" 145 N. Artsakh Ave.,

Glendale, CA, 91206

Special Perfomance By

Arman Mardigian || D] Joe Bekerian

Non-stop All Night International Music, Raffle, Prizes, Dance Shows, Surprises

for Reservations :
626-486-7662 Aline
818-818-9291 Yervant
R18 554-7650 Raffi

Proceeds to Benefit Underprivileged Armenian Children
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FOR RENT
3 Bedroom 11/2 bath, central air-heat
2 car parking, fenced backyard house for rent

in Pasadena.
Please call 818-897-3355
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