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CELEBRATE WITH

AGBU

OCTOBER 12, 2024
NEW YORK CITY

Join us for our General Assembly meeting and welcome

to incoming AGBU President Sam Simonian
11:00am - 3:00pm | Mandarin Oriental Hotel

Gala Evening Honoring
Berge and Vera Setrakian

Featuring entertainment by Samvel Yervanian

Gotham Hall
7:00pm - 12:00am

agbu.org/general-assembly-reserve
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PM Pashinyan - Armenia Ready to Sign
Interim Peace Deal with Azerbaijan

Open Communication Links
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YEREVAN -- Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan announced
that 13 articles of the proposed peace
agreement with Azerbaijan, along with
its preamble, have been fully agreed
upon. He clarified that an additional
three articles, each containing two
clauses, are partially agreed, with one
clause settled and the other still under
discussion.

"80% of the peace deal is agreed
upon, as stated from various plat-
forms. As of now, 13 articles and the
preamble of the agreement are fully
settled,”" Pashinyan stated.

Pashinyannoted that Armenia has
suggested signing the already agreed
sections of the treaty with Azerbaijan.
"Considering that the agreed points
largely include internationally accepted
and fundamental principles for estab-
lishing relations, Armenia proposes to
sign the settled portions and obtain a
foundational document, while continu-

ing discussions on unresolved issues.
Particularly, one of the agreed points
establishes a mechanism that will al-
low both sides to continue negotia-
tions through a joint process,"
Pashinyan explained.

The Prime Minister emphasized
that the peace deal draft also outlines
the establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions between Armeniaand Azerbaijan.
"I confirm my readiness to sign the
agreed document for peace and rela-
tions in the near future," he concluded.

Pashinyan stressed the strategic
significance of the Crossroads of Peace
project, particularly for establishing a
railway link with Iran, on Tuesday.

He also emphasized the impor-
tance of relations with Iran for
Armenia's economic and geopolitical
landscape.

"The project will enable Armenia

Continued onpage3

EU Starts Visa Liberalization Talks
With Armenia
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YEREVAN -- The European
Union and Armenia have opened offi-
cial negotiations on lifting the EU’s
visa requirements for Armenian citi-
zens, a process which is expected to
take years.

Armenian Deputy Prime Minister
Mher Grigoryan and European Com-

mission Vice-President Margaritis
Schinas presided over the first round
of the talks in Yerevan on Monday.
“The launch of the visa liberaliza-
tion dialogue is a clear demonstration
of our commitment to enhancing mo-

Continued onpage3

Iranian Ambassador Mehdi Sobhani
Rules Out Azeri Corridor Through Armenia

YEREVAN — Iran’s Ambassa-
dor to Armenia, Mehdi Sobhani, reiter-
ated Iran’s position that the road con-
necting Azerbaijan to Nakhijevan can-
not be controlled by other countries.

Any control, he stated, should be
carried out within the framework of
Armenia’s sovereignty. “We are against
any corridor that would breach the
territorial integrity and sovereignty of
Armenia,” Sobhani told reporters. “As
we have always said, this goes against
the interests of both Armenia and Iran.”

“And from what we have been
told by the Armenian authorities, the
border checkpoints [in Syunik] will be
controlled by the relevant Armenian
authorities and remain under Armenian
sovereignty,” Sobhani added.

The “Zangezur corridor” sought
by Baku would connect Azerbaijan to its
Nakhichevan exclave, as well as Tur-
key, through Syunik, the only Armenian
region bordering Iran. Tehran fears that
this would strip the Islamic Republic of
its shared border with Armenia.

Iranian leaders appear to be seri-
ously concerned about Russia’s latest
push for the opening of such a corri-
dor. During President Vladimir Putin’s
August 18-19 visit to Baku, Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov ac-
cused Armenia of “sabotaging” a Rus-
sian-brokered 2020 agreement to build
a highway and railway in Syunik, con-
necting Nakhichevan to the rest of
Azerbaijan. Yerevanrejected these ac-
cusations, made amid heightened ten-
sions with Moscow.

The Tasnim news agency, linked
to Iran’s powerful Revolutionary Guards,
reported on Wednesday that Iran’s am-
bassador in Moscow had protested “the
Russian Foreign Ministry’s stance on
the Zangezur corridor.” Earlier this week,
asenior [ranian Foreign Ministry official
met with the Russian ambassador to Iran
to reiterate Tehran’s strong opposition
to any “geopolitical changes” in the re-
gion.

Continued on page 2

PM Nikol Pashinyan to Attend
BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia

YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan confirmed through a
spokeswoman on Friday that he will
attend a summit of the BRICS group of
major emerging economies in the Rus-
sian city of Kazan next month.

Deputy Foreign Minister
Mnatsakan Safaryan was the first to
announce on Wednesday Armenia’s
participation in the summit slated for
October 22-24. Pashinyan’s press sec-
retary, Nazeli Baghdasaryan, told RFE/
RL’s Armenian Service that the coun-
try will be represented there by its
premier.

BRICS, originally formed in 2009
by Brazil, Russia, India, China and
South Africa, aims to bring together
the world’s most important emerging
economies, as well as act as a political
and economic counterbalance to
wealthier nations in the West.

The group of countries expanded
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earlier this year to include Egypt, Ethio-
pia, Iran, and the United Arab Emir-
ates. Saudi Arabia was invited to join,
though the Kingdom is yet to do that.

The group’s further enlargement
could be discussed during the summit
in Kazan, Russia, from October 22-24.
Malaysia, Thailand and Azerbaijan are
among other countries looking to join.

Bloomberg reported earlier that
Turkey has formally asked to join
BRICS.
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USAID to Provide Armenia with Additional
$130 Million for Governance Reforms

YEREVAN — The United States
Agency for International Development
(USAID) will allocate an additional
$130 million to Armenia aimed at en-
hancing the efficiency of its public
administration. The agreement was
approved at a government session on
Thursday.

The new funds are intended to
strengthen democratic values and en-
sure economic stability in Armenia.
This initiative will focus on institution-
alizing effective and accountable gov-
ernance, particularly in the economic
sector, promoting civic engagement in
democratic consolidation, boosting the
competitiveness of targeted industries,
improving natural resource manage-
ment, safeguarding democratic
achievements, and addressing eco-
nomic challenges.

Initially, under a five-year coop-
eration agreement signed in 2022 be-

tween Armenia’s Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Mher Grigoryan and USAID Direc-
tor in Armenia John Allelo, Yerevan
was settoreceive a $120 million grant.
This new allocation significantly in-
creases the financial support for
Armenia’s governance and develop-
ment efforts.

European Union Interested in Strengthening
Relations with Armenia

YEREVAN — Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan received an
EU delegation today, led by European
Commission Vice President Margaritis
Schinas, according to the government’s
press service.

Pashinyan noted that Schinas’
visit is expected to enhance discus-
sions on the Armenia-EU cooperation
agenda and further strengthen the part-
nership between the two. He empha-
sized that this is an important moment
for EU-Armenia relations.

“I am glad that there are notable
advances in our relations: negotiations on
visa liberalization are starting, and a deci-
sion has been made to support Armenia
through the European Peace Facility, which
we highly appreciate,” he said.

Pashinyan stated that Armenia is
expanding its agenda with the Euro-
pean Union. He also mentioned that,
following his speech in the European
Parliament last year, discussions are
underway in Armenia regarding the
possibility of starting the process for

Armenia’s accession to the EU.

“This is not an easy issue, but it
has become part of Armenia’s political
agenda, so it should be approached in
detail and comprehensively. It is im-
portant to listen to the observations
and advice of our EU partners,” the
prime minister added.

Schinas emphasized the Euro-
pean Union’s interest in developing
relations with Armenia and promoting
its reforms. He also expressed hope
for effective cooperation with the Ar-
menian government in the ongoing dia-
logue about visa regime liberalization.

The two sides also discussed a
set of issues related to the implementa-
tion of agreements reached during a
high-level meeting in Brussels on April
5 of this year, which included the
Armenian Prime Minister, the Presi-
dent of the European Commission, and
the US Secretary of State.

The parties exchanged views on
other issues of regional importance as
well.

Iranian Ambassador Mehdi Sobhani

Continued from page 1

“Any threat from the North,
South, East, or West to the territorial
integrity of our neighbors, or redraw-
ing of boundaries, is totally unaccept-

able and a red line for Iran,” Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
wrote on X on Thursday. Sobhani
cited Araghchi’s tweet when speaking
to journalists.

Baku wants the transit of people
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More Cargo Shipped to Azerbaijan From
Israeli Air Base

BAKU — An Azerbaijani cargo
plane has carried out another flight to
and from a military airfield in southern
Israel in a sign of continuing Israeli
arms supplies to Azerbaijan.

Dataavailable on Flight Radar24,
awebsite tracking international flights,
shows that the plane belonging to the
Azerbaijani Silk Way airline returned to
Baku on Wednesday from the Israeli
Air Force’s Ovda base. As always, the
carrier did not reveal what it trans-
ported to Azerbaijan.

Ovda is the only airfield through
which explosives can be flown into and
out of Israel. It is believed to be a key
conduit for Israeli exports of weapons
and ammunition to Azerbaijan. They
have totaled billion of dollars in the last
two decades, making the Jewish state
one of Azerbaijan’s main arms suppliers.

Those supplies continued even
during the 2020 war in Nagorno-
Karabakh. Azerbaijani forces heavily
used Israeli-made attack drones and
multiple-launch rocket systems
throughout the six-week hostilities.
Visiting Israel in March 2023,
Azerbaijani Foreign Minister Jeyhun

Bayramov thanked the Israeli govern-
ment for that support.

The Israeli daily Haaretzreported
last year that Azerbaijani cargo planes
landed at the Ovda air base for at least
92 times from 2016-2023. According
to the paper, the frequency of such
flights spiked in the run-up to
Azerbaijan’s September 2023 military
offensive that restored its full control
over Karabakh.

The Ovda-Baku flights contin-
ued even after the outbreak of the
ongoing conflict in Gaza last October
which led Israel to seek and receive
large-scale military aid from the United
States. The Armenian investigative
publication Hetq.am counted about a
dozen such flights between November
2023 and April 2024.

Azerbaijan’s military spending is
reportedly due to reach $3.7 billion this
year, compared with Armenia’s de-
fense budget projected at $1.4 billion.
Despite this disparity and its continu-
ing military build-up, Baku has angrily
denounced Armenia’s recent arms deal
with a number of other countries and
France in particular.

Sen. Ben Cardin Expresses Concern with
Azerbaijan Hosting COP29 Climate Conference

WASHINGTON, DC -- Sen. Ben
Cardin (D-Md.), chair of the US Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Committee, ex-
pressed concern on Monday with
Azerbaijan hosting the COP29 climate
conference in November, pointing to
the country imprisoning Armenian and
pro-environmental activists, The Hill
reports.

Cardin, in a statement, said “host-
ing a major international conference
like COP29 should come with respon-
sibilities and expectations that host
countries allow frank discussion of
information and issues, which requires
recognizing freedoms of speech and
assembly.”

“Azerbaijan has not done so,” he
said, urging the country’s president,
Ilham Aliyev, “to release those un-
justly imprisoned by his government,
including Armenian detainees, and com-
munity activists who peacefully dem-
onstrated against poor labor practices
and harmful environmental impacts of
the Chovdar gold mine operation.”

Cardin said Monday that
“Azerbaijan has the potential to be an
important member of the international
community and partner to the United
States,” but that Baku must first re-
lease several detainees.

“Ahead of COP29 in November,
I urge the Azerbaijani government to
demonstrate its commitment to up-
holding humanrights by releasing these
individuals withoutdelay,” Cardin said.

and goods through Syunik to be ex-
empt from Armenian border controls.
Yerevan has rejected this demand, in-

sisting that it cannot compromise on
Armenia’s sovereignty and territorial
integrity.



Massis Weekly

Afeyan Philanthropies Launches
Afeyan Initiatives for Armenia (AIFA)

YEREVAN — The Afeyan Phi-
lanthropies, an organization building
and advancing solutions for a better
world, today announced the launch of
Afeyan Initiatives for Armenia (AIFA),
an initiative dedicated to building a
more vibrant, resilient, and prosper-
ous Armenia.

AIFA leverages more than two
decades of philanthropic efforts in
Armenia by the Afeyan family and
serves as the strategic and operational
hub for its current and future develop-
ment initiatives in Armenia. Talar
Kazanjian, a seasoned organizational
and nonprofit leader in Armenia and
globally, has been appointed Executive
Director of AIFA.

Ms. Kazanjian will strategically
assess and address Armenia’s devel-
opmentneeds and implement solutions
in collaboration with and in support of
mission-oriented organizations. She

joins David Tadevosyan, Director of
Operations for AIFA, who has been
working for the past several months to
establish the organization in Armenia.

“For more than two decades, we
have been dedicated to building a resil-

ient and prosperous future for Arme-
nia: one that champions innovation,
fosters inclusivity, and prioritizes the
well-being of all its citizens,” said
Noubar and Anna Afeyan, Trustees of
the Afeyan Philanthropies. “Through
AIFA, we aim to strengthen our exist-
ing work, implement new programs
and forge partnerships and collabora-
tions that scale impact. By harnessing
the collective expertise and resources
of diverse stakeholders, we seek to
drive positive change across wide rang-
ing sectors in Armenia, including health,
science and technology, and the arts.”

The Afeyans continued: “Talar’s
impressive career has been character-
ized by deep expertise and impact,
leading numerous development and
philanthropic efforts in Armenia and
globally. We look forward to the im-
pact Talar will have in accelerating
AIFA’s efforts to address Armenia’s
economic and societal needs on a
scaled basis by leveraging and work-
ing with other organizations with simi-
lar goals.”

Modernization of Meghri Border Checkpoint
Discussed at Armenia's State Revenue
Committee

Officials from Armenia's State
Revenue Committee (SRC), along with
representatives from the European Bank
for Reconstruction and Development
(EBRD), the Government’s Program
Implementation Office, and the UN
Development Programme, held dis-
cussions on the ongoing reconstruc-
tion and modernization of the Meghri
border crossing point. The meeting
reviewed progress made and outlined
next steps in the project.

Following the discussions, par-
ticipants visited the site at the border
between Armenia and Iran to assess
the current state of the project, meet-
ing with contractors, supervising en-
gineers, and local authorities. The

Meghri checkpoint modernization
project, funded through a government
loan program with the EBRD, is ex-
pected to be completed by 2026 and is
being implemented by Iranian contrac-
tor Tana Energy Management.

The €18.5 million project will fea-
ture a two-story administrative building
0f'4,000 square meters with solar panels
on the roof. Facilities will include areas
for detailed vehicle inspections, X-ray
scanning for trucks and cars, customs
processing, and stations for veterinary,
sanitary, and phytosanitary control. The
new infrastructure will support five lanes
ineach direction, facilitating the smoother
flow of traffic at Armenia's southern
border.

PM Pashinyan - Armenia Ready to Sign

Continued frompage 1

to establish rail connections with Tur-
key, Europe, and Russia. Similarly,
Azerbaijan will have the opportunity to
connect by rail with Turkey and Iran,
while establishing both road and rail
links with Nakhchivan will be crucial.
Armenia is prepared to facilitate this

transportation link," Pashinyan stated.

The Crossroads of Peace initiative
was first presented by Pashinyan at the
Silk Road Forum in Tbilisi in October
2023. The project aims to enhance re-
gional connectivity, highlighting open
borders and fostering economic, politi-
cal, and cultural ties as essential ele-
ments of a lasting peace agenda.
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Armenian Churches in Turkey Pillaged by
Treasure Hunters — The Ecenomist

The destructive quest

for the huried treasure
of the Armenians

Thousands of Turks are destroying their
= s heritage in the hunt for gold

The vast majority of treasure
hunters in Turkey are looking for trea-
sure they believe was left behind by
Armenians, The Economist writes.

In a length article author Erin
O’Brien explores the destruction the
hunt for the buried treasure of the
Armenians has caused.

“Racist stereotypes in Turkey
had often depicted Armenians as ra-
pacious hoarders (ignoring the fact
that many were very poor). It didn’t
take long for people to speculate that
Armenians fleeing the genocide had
buried their valuables, in the hope
that they would one day return,” he
writes.

The author notes that some-
times the pursuit of riches is harm-
less, but adds that the frenzied dig-
ging taking place in Armenian
churches and graveyards is destroy-
ing the country’s historical fabric.
Artefacts are siphoned off to private
dealers, and the hunters’ crude meth-
ods cause irrevocable damage to ar-
chaeological sites.

According to him, the govern-
ment of President Recip Tayyip
Erdogan has largely neglected the plun-
dering of regions formerly inhabited
by Armenians.

These days, most treasure hunts
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begin on social media. “Countless trea-
sure maps supposedly drawn by Ar-
menians circulate online, the vast ma-
jority of which are amateurish fakes,
with notes written anachronistically in
modern Turkish. The business is rife
with scammers. People purporting to be
imams or Armenian priests will perform
— for a price — rituals they promise will
reveal the location of treasure. Another
common tactic involves drawing a fake
map showing a cache buried on a rich
person’s property. The con artist pro-
duces a coin he claims to have found
there, and convinces the landowner to
pay him to conduct further excavations.
Then he absconds with the money,”
O’Brien writes.

He noted that many antiquities
trafficked by Turkish dealers find their
way out of the country. Some are
hidden in shipping containers holding
commercial goods and are labelled as
something innocuous, like “appliance.”

“Once, there were more than 600
churches around Lake Van. Now, fewer
than 100 are left. Those that remain
standing look like skeletons, their inte-
riors pillaged by treasure hunters. Ar-
menian engravings have been gouged
out, and domes and columns have
collapsed into piles of rubble,” O’Brien
writes.

EU Starts Visa Liberalization Talks

Continued frompage 1

bility and cooperation with Armenia,”
a joint statement issued by the two
sides quoted Schinas as saying.

The statement said the dialogue
will focus on “areas which are crucial
for future visa-free travel to the EU.”
Those include “document security,
border and migration management, the
fight against corruption and organized
crime as well as upholding fundamen-
tal rights,” it said.

“I think it is realistic to complete
the process in two or three years,”
Deputy Foreign Minister Vahan
Kostanyan told RFE/RL’s Armenian
Service. “The Armenian side is ready
to move forward without wasting
time.”

Another vice-minister, Paruyr
Hovannisyan, said the Armenian gov-
ernment is “quite optimistic” about
such a time frame. “In any case, there
is nothing insurmountable,” said
Hovannisyan.

The joint statement stressed in
this regard that the negotiations “will
last as long as it is necessary” and that
“there will be no automatic transition
to visa-free travel” after their success-
ful conclusion.

“All benchmarks must be fully
met before the final decision on visa
liberalization is taken by the Council of
the EU and the European Parliament,”
it said, noting the fact the eventual
lifting of EU visas for Armenians will
require the unanimous approval of the
bloc’s 27 member states.

Neighboring Georgianeeded five
years of negotiations to secure a visa-
free regime for its citizens. Another
ex-Soviet state, Moldova, completed
the same process within four years.

According to Hovannisyan, the
agenda of the visa liberalization dia-
logue with Brussels also includes is-
sues such as the creation of a national
system of health insurance in Armenia
and the issuance of biometric pass-
ports to Armenian nationals.
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AGBU Promises an Eventful Autumn In New
York With Its 93rd General Assembly
Weekend

OCT 10-12
2024, NY

NEW YORK — Next month,
from October 10-12, 2024, AGBU
board members, delegates, support-
ers, friends and distinguished guests
from across the globe will have the
chance to partake in an historical
turning point in one of America’s
most historic cities—the celebration
of AGBU President Berge Setrakian’s
halfa century of transformative lead-
ership and the inauguration of his
successor Sam Simonian as the
eighth president of the 118-year old
global organization.

The transition will take place at
New York City’s glistening Manda-
rin Oriental on Saturday, October
12, as part of the formal agenda of
the AGBU 93rd General Assembly. A
gala evening will follow in tribute to
the legacy of service of Berge and
Vera Setrakian. The entire weekend

includes a series of curated events
showcasing international talents and
encouraging important dialogue
among attendees.

APRI Forum at the Mandarin
Oriental

On Friday October 11, the Ap-
plied Policy Research Institute of
Armenia (APRI Armenia), an inde-
pendent think tank and policy accel-
erator based in Yerevan, will host a
half-day forum called Armenia’s New
Balance: Russia, the West, and the
Future of the South Caucasus. Dis-
tinguished experts in regional and
global affairs, including leading
voices engaged in shaping Armenia’s
policy future, will participate in the
three-hour discussion addressing
such issues as Armenia’s new for-
eign policy balance between Russia

and the West, the potential impact of
the US presidential election on global
stability, Armenia’s ongoing secu-
rity and defense reforms, and the
quest for peace and stability in the
South Caucasus.

APRI Armenia was founded by
AGBU in 2022 in response to a dire
need for deep insight, dynamic policy
dialogue, and clear understanding of
Armenia in its geopolitical and do-
mestic context. The forum also takes
place at the Mandarin Oriental, which
offers spectacular views of the city’s
iconic Central Park.

ARVEST at the Pratt House

That same Friday evening,
guests will be treated to a unique
experience called Arvest, A Night of
Rhythms and Flavors, to be held at
the Harold Pratt House, a grand man-
sionin the architectural style of early
20th century New York’s industrial-
ist elite that dominated Manhattan’s
Upper East Side. Attendees will
enjoy cocktails and hors d’oeuvres
before embarking on a musical jour-
ney throughout the mansion, each
room featuring Armenian perform-
ers showcasing diverse genres and
trends. They include: Lucy
Yeghiazaryan Quintet, which com-
bines the rich Armenian heritage with
the ultimate American artform; Gre-
gory Dolbashian, dancer, and Artyom
Manukyan, electric cellist, who cre-
ate dynamic rhythms with contrast-
ing free-flowing melodies; Intesa, a
duo of Viola de Gamba artists Lucine
Musaelian and Nathan Giogetti, who
put lyrical folk and baroque tonali-
ties in a contemporary context; and
Mher Mnatsakanyan and Antranig

Uhwgtp dbp

Saturday, September 14, 2024

Kzirian performing captivating har-
monies and blended styles on the
classical clarinet, duduk, and oud.

Gala at Gotham Hall

On Saturday evening, guests
will assemble at New York’s fabled
Gotham Hall for a Gala Tribute to
Berge and Vera Setrakian. The
evening will feature a roster of dis-
tinguished guest speakers, musical
entertainment, and an inspiring look
back on the extraordinary life and
times of Berge Setrakian over his
half century in the governance of
AGBU, 22 of which as AGBU’s sev-
enth president. His legacy is a mirror
to the modern history of the Arme-
nian world in which many momen-
tous changes occurred during his
watch. Guests will also be treated
entertainment by world renowned
violinist Samvel Yervinyan. An af-
ter-event will follow at the venue.

YP GA Weekend Kick Off

For young professionals (YPs)
arriving on Thursday October 10,
AGBU Young Professionals of
Greater New York has organized a
Welcome Night at a hidden speak-
easy called Saint on New York’s
legendary Lower East Side. With
YPs joining from locations near and
far, it is the perfect opportunity for
a lively meet up.

Secure your place

Event tickets and special rate
hotel reservations are selling fast.
To learn more and ensure your par-
ticipation in one or more of these
events, visit at agbu.org/general-as-
sembly.
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invites you to

| # ¢ CIGARNIGHT

' DJ, Raffle, Maza & Dinner, Cigars & Outdoor Fun!

grt®®

o

RSVP: nm« au)az#-asn
_ Lena (626)4856434

LOCATION: Clubhouse at Griffith Park
- 5500 Griffith Park Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90027

Donation $150
_Includes Alcohol
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INDEPENDENCE DAY @ n_
FESTIVAL HMUSOL

Live Music |
Armenian Food

Kids Games |
Arts & Crafts

VERDUGO PARK
GLENDALE

1621 CANADA BLVD

GLENDALE, CA 921208 FREE
ADMISSION

unhSepe

ORGANIZED BY

NOR SEROUNT CULTURAL ASSOCIATION
To reserve your vendor booth, please call Nor Serount Cultural Association
2tin Ypwwybtpp wwwhnydtint hwiwp, htrwdwjbtgtp Lnp Utpntn Uhniphtl

For More Info:
(818) 391-7938 | www.norserount.com




