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For Reservations Please Call
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PM Nikol Pashinyan Congratulates
Donald Trump On ‘Impressive Victory’
in U.S. Presidential Election

YEREVN -- Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan has congratu-
lated Donald Trump on his victory in
the United States presidential election,
describing it as “impressive.”

Pashinyan’s message on
Wednesday followed a wave of inter-
national congratulations to the Repub-
lican candidate after he emerged as the
winner of the November 5 vote.

In his congratulatory message
Pashinyan expressed confidence that
the Armenia-US relations will be fur-
ther strengthened under his presidency.

“l am confident that your rich
experience, knowledge, and abilities
will best serve the well-being of the
American people, the advancement of
U.S. interests, and the strengthening
ofthe U.S. global role,” PM Pashinyan

wrote.

“Over the past years, relations
between the Republic of Armenia and
the United States of America, which
are anchored in the historical friend-
ship, common values, and mutual in-
terests of our countries, have recorded
unprecedented progress. Of course,
the Armenian-American community
also plays a role in this process,” he
added.

“I highly appreciate the effective
cooperation between our countries in
establishing peace and stability in the
South Caucasus based on the funda-
mental principles of sovereignty and
territorial integrity, strengthening
democratic institutions in Armenia,

Continued on page4

Armenian National Assembly Speaker
Opposes Participation in Baku Climate
Summit Without Return Of Detainees

YEREVAN — Armenian Parlia-
ment Speaker Alen Simonyan has
stated that an Armenian delegate should
not attend the UN climate change con-
ference in Baku later this month unless
Azerbaijan returns Armenian prisoners
of war (POWs) and other detainees.

Simonyan made his remarks on
Monday when asked by the media
about Armenia’s response to the invi-
tation to the November 11-22 confer-
ence, known as COP29. Baku had
officially extended the invitation to
Armenia’s foreign minister.

“I don’t think we should hesitate
to take steps when there is an opportu-
nity to return prisoners. But we will
live and see,” he said.

Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan
indicated in parliament last week that
Yerevan has not yet made a decision
regarding its participation in COP29.

Some media reports suggest that
Mirzoyan may consider attending the
conference if Azerbaijan agrees to re-
turn Armenian detainees to Yerevan.

According to official data, 23

ethnic Armenians are currently de-
tained in Azerbaijan. Eight of these
individuals are former military and
political leaders of Nagorno-Karabakh,
who were arrested last fall when
Azerbaijan occupied the region, lead-
ing to the exodus of more than 120,000
people — virtually the entire ethnic
Armenian population of the region —to
Armenia.

Armenia to Receive €270 Million
in EU Assistance

YEREVAN -- Armenia will re-
ceive €270 million in assistance from
the EU over 4 years, along with two
grants totaling €13.8 million in 2025

"In the context of Armenia-EU
relations, I would like to highlight one
program: 'Resilience and Development,'
which envisions €270 million in assis-
tance. This program is planned for
four years and is currently in its final-
ization stage," said Armenia's Deputy

Foreign Minister Paruyr Hovhannisyan.

Meanwhile, Finance Minister
Vahe Hovhannisyan reported that two
EU grants totaling €13.8 million are
expected to be allocated to Armenia's
state budget in 2025.

€4.5 million is earmarked for sup-
porting judicial reforms, while €9.3 mil-
lionis designated for education," he said.

Continued on page 2

Armenia To Host UN Biodiversity
Conference In 2026

#COP17

Armenia will nost the next United Nations Biodiversity
Conference

YEREVAN — Armenia will host
the next United Nations biodiversity
conference in 2026, according to the
country’s environment minister.

Hakob Simidyan said on Friday
that Armenia was selected as the host
for the conference, also known as
COP17, with 65 votes. The other can-
didate was Azerbaijan, which is set to
hosta UN Climate Change Conference
(COP29) later this month.

During his working visit to Co-
lombia earlier this week, Armenian
President Vahagn Khachaturyan ad-
dressed the 16th Conference of the
Parties to the Convention on Biological
Diversity in Cali, stating that holding
COP17 in Armenia will be “an excel-
lent opportunity to advance multilat-
eral efforts to protect global
biodiversity.”

“Armenia will spear no effort to
make sure that the CO17 will be an-
other important milestone in our global
efforts for biodiversity preservation
and sustainable use of natural re-
sources,” Khachaturian said.

UNDP Country Office in Arme-
nia has congratulated Armenia on be-
ing selected to host Biodiversity COP17
in 2026.

“Hosting COP17 offers aremark-
able opportunity for Armenia to dem-
onstrate and further advance its com-
mitments to preserving our planet’s
invaluable biodiversity,” UNDP said.

“We are confident that Arme-
nia will be an exceptional host, fos-
tering meaningful dialogue and col-
laboration among all participants to-
wards this important cause,” the
Office added.
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Stbuhi Galyan Appointed Armenia’s
Justice Minister

YEREVAN — President Vahagn
Khachaturyan has signed a decree ap-
pointing Srbuhi Galyan as Minister of
Justice.

Galyan was nominated for the
postby Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
last week. Her appointment was for-
mally confirmed by the President.

Galyan, 32, previously served as
deputy prosecutor general overseeing
the coordination of functions related
to illegal property confiscation. She
took on this role in September 2020
after a year-long tenure as deputy min-
ister of justice. From 2015 to 2019,
Galyan worked at Armenia’s Investi-
gation Service.

Her appointment comes after
the resignation of former justice
minister Grigor Minasyan on Octo-
ber 1. Minasian stepped down a week
after more than a dozen pro-govern-
ment lawmakers signed a petition

calling on PM Pashinyan to sack
him.

Reports indicate that Galyan was
selected from a shortlist of five candi-
dates, which included Armenia’s rep-
resentative for international legal is-
sues Yeghishe Kirakosyan and former
acting chairman of the Supreme Judi-
cial Council Gagik Jhangiryan.

Saturday, November 9, 2024

Armenian Ambassador Received Threats
from Azerbaijani Counterpart in Brussel

BRUSSELS — The Armenian
Embassy has lodged a formal protest
with other diplomatic missions in Brus-
sels after its ambassador Tigran
Balayanreceivie death threats from his
Azerbaijani counterpart.

Talking to media on Tuesday,
Armenia’s Deputy Foreign Minister
Paruyr Hovannisian said that the threats
as well as insults were made during a
diplomatic reception and that the Ar-
menian side notified both the Belgian
authorities and the European Union
about the incident.

“An investigation on that matter is
ongoing,” Hovannisian told reporters.

The incident was first reported
by the American publication Politico,
which cited Balayan as saying that
Sadikov had threatened him during the
event.

Theincidentreportedly took place
at a reception hosted by the Turkish

Embassy at the Tangla Hotel in Brus-
sels, marking Turkey’s national holi-
day. Sadikov has reportedly denied the
allegations, dismissing them as “ri-
diculous.”

Armenia Participates in 7th Assembly of
International Solar Alliance in New Delhi

NEW DELHI —-On November 4,
Armenia as a signatory and new mem-
ber for the first time participated at the
7th Assembly of the International So-
lar Alliance (ISA), held in New Delhi,
the Embassy of Armenia to India said
in a statement.

On this occasion, Armenia’s
Ambassador to India, Vahagn Afyan,
stated that by joining this international
initiative, Armenia is determined to
develop its solar energy sector and
strengthen energy independence.

The Ambassador highlighted
Armenia’s priority for renewable en-
ergy. Through its 2022-2030 En-
ergy Saving and Renewable Energy
Program, Armenia aims to increase
solar energy production from 5% to

15%.

Key projects include the imple-
mentation of solar installation programs
and encouraging private sector involve-
ment. Armenia is also supporting elec-
tric vehicle imports and the establish-
ment of charging stations. By 2040,
Armenia aims to achieve a 60% share
of renewable energy by developing a
resilient and sustainable energy sys-
tem through international cooperation.

The International Solar Alliance
aims to promote the development of
clean and sustainable energy based on
the use of solar power.

For2025-2026, India and France
have respectively taken on the roles of
presidency and co-presidency of the
alliance.

Armenia to Receive €270 Million

Continued from page 1

In April 2024, the President of
the European Commission, Ursula von
der Leyen, announced a substantial
Resilience and Growth package for
Armenia, to underpin the Armenia-EU
Partnership Agenda.

The announcement was made
after a trilateral meeting between the
EU, the US, and Armenia, held in
Brussels.

“We are delivering on a promise

we made last October: the promise to
stand shoulder to shoulder with Arme-
nia, and at the same time, the promise
to set a vision for the future of our
partnership,” Von der Leyen told a
press conference in April.

“We will invest in making the
Armenian economy and society more
robust and resistant to shocks, so that
we can help them to grow, to innovate
and to access new markets. And we
will invest in key infrastructure
projects,” Von der Leyen said.

ICRC Representatives Visit
Armenian POWs in Azerbaijan

YEREVAN —Representatives of
the International Committee ofthe Red
Cross (ICRC) visited in October the
detained Armenians in Azerbaijan, ICRC
Armenia Communications and Preven-
tion Manager Zara Amatuni told
Armenpress.

“All detained Armenians who are
in Baku and whose names have been
confirmed by the Azerbaijani authori-
ties were included in the wvisits,”
Amatuni said.

The detained persons were en-
abled to contact their families.

Azerbaijan has acknowledged that
it is holding 23 Armenian POWs. The
unlawfully detained individuals include
also the former Nagorno-Karabakh
politicians, former presidents Arkady
Ghukasyan, Bako Sahakyan, Arayik
Harutyunyan, as well as former State
Minister Ruben Vardanyan, Speaker
of Parliament Davit Ishkhanyan, former
Defense Army commander Levon
Mnatsakanyan, former Foreign Minis-
ter Davit Babayan and former deputy
commander of the Defense Army Davit
Manukyan.

Assistance Program for Nagorno-Karabakh
Refugees Extended Until March 2025

YEREVAN -- The Armenian
government has extended until 2025
March an assistance program, de-
signed for refugees from Nagorno-
Karabakh, Labor and Social Affairs
Minister Narek Mkrtchyan said to-
day. The assistance amountis 50,000
drams for each refugee.

Earlier the government extended
the program until the end of 2024.
Forty thousand drams are provided for
covering housing rent and 10,000
drams to cover utility expenses.

The ministerrevealed thatin Janu-
ary-March 2025, the amount of
monthly assistance will be 50,000
drams, but starting from April the

10,000 drams will not be paid. He
explained that these 10,000 drams were
initially provided only to those families
that owned real estate.

According to the minister, start-
ing from April of next year, social
support is planned to be provided to
certain groups of the refugees.

He said they are individuals with
Ist and 2nd degree disability, families
who have lost their breadwinners, in-
dividuals over 63 years old, children
under 18 years old.

"From April to June, 40,000
drams will be provided, and from July
to December inclusive, 30,000 drams,"
Mkrtchyan said.
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AMAA 105th Annual Meeting Banquet Celebrates Youth, Pays Tribute to the Memory of
Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian

PARAMUS, NJ — The Armenian
Missionary Association of America
(AMAA), missionary arm of the Arme-
nian Evangelical Church, held its 105th
Annual Meeting Banquet on Saturday,
October 19, 2024, at the Sheraton
Laval Hotel in Laval, QC, Canada.
Guests were warmly welcomed in
Armenian, English, and French by MCs
Raffi and Arpy Shnorhokian.

“‘Celebrating the Youth’” was
the theme chosen for this year’s Ban-
quet by our late Executive Director/
CEO Zaven Khanjian,” said Banquet
Chair Raffi Shnorhokian in his opening
remarks. “Some people may argue that
celebration may not be the most appro-
priate way to describe tonight’s event,
considering the unexpected and un-
timely passing of Mr. Khanjian a few
months ago. However, [ am convinced

leaders. Tonight, we are here to cel-
ebrate our accomplishments and thank
God for everything Mr. Khanjian has
done through the AMAA.”

Following the Armenian and Ca-
nadian National Anthems, Rev. Georges
Dabbo, Pastor of host Church, the
First Armenian Evangelical Church of
Montreal, offered the Invocation.

H.E. Ms. Anahit Harutyunian,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the Republic of Armenia
to Canada, who was the esteemed
guest of the Banquet, greeted the audi-
ence and praised the AMAA for its
service and mission to Armenians
worldwide since its inception, and par-
ticularly to our brothers and sisters in
the Homeland.

A special video was presented
with the theme ‘Investing in Youth’

that the best way we can honor him is
by upholding his vision and continuing
the journey that he faithfully led for the
last 10 years. The AMAA has invested
in numerous programs to support and
encourage the youth, be it through
scholarships, summer camps, or youth

followed by spiritual musical selec-
tions offered by Vocalist Sylvie
Demirjian, Pianist Anahit Simonyan,
and Violinist Eva Shahbazian.

After the guests enjoyed dinner,
the musicians continued with their
performance offering popular Arme-

Statue of Renowned Armenian Actor Yervand
Manaryan Unveiled in Yerevan

YEREVAN — Today, a statue
honoring People’s Artist of Armenia,
actor, and director Yervand Manaryan
was unveiled in Yerevan, commemo-
rating his lasting legacy in Armenian
cinema and theater. The ceremony
was attended by high-ranking offi-

cials, including Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan, Chief of Staff Arayik
Harutyunyan, Yerevan Mayor Tigran
Avinyan, and Minister of Education,
Science, Culture, and Sports Zhanna
Andreasyan, along with prominent fig-
ures from the cultural community.

nian songs and music. Harout
Nercessian, AMAA Representative in
Canada, introduced honorece Rev.
Hagop Manjelikian to acknowledge his
extensive and dedicated service that
has enriched the lives of many young
people with a video presentation —

‘Unwavering Dedication to Elevating
the Youth.’

For many years, Hagop was the
Christian Education Director at the
United Armenian Congregational
Church (UACC) in Los Angeles, CA.
“Asayouthleader, heled young people
to Christ, motivated them to live ac-
cording to the teachings of the Bible,
and to excel in all they do,” said Mr.
Nercessian. “He inspired the discour-
aged, guided the confused, picked up
the fallen, and offered hope to the
disheartened. Those who were en-
trusted to his leadership care were
touched by his sincere love and com-
mitment to their well-being and spiri-
tual growth. Rev. Hagop’s faith-based
courage and resilience is an inspiration
to all of us.”

Mr. Nercessian invited Rev.
Manjelikian and his wife Gohar to
come forward and presented him
with a gift of appreciation. Rev.
Manjelikian thanked the AMAA for
this special honor. “On June 22,
2003, I was the happiest person in
the world,” said Rev. Manjelikian,
“when | was ordained into Christian
ministry to serve the Armenian Evan-
gelical Church of RI. However, that
happiness was short-lived. Five
months later, I was hit with a major
stroke. All along I never complained
about my ailment. On the contrary, |
am grateful to God for saving my life
as the answer to the prayers of my

mother and wife. This disability does
not hold me back from an active life
and service to God.”

The second half of the Pro-
gram was a tribute to the memory of
the late AMAA Executive Director/
CEO Zaven Khanjian. “In the 10

years that Zaven and I served to-
gether at the AMAA, we took part in
many celebrations and happy occa-
sions like the 100th Anniversary
Celebration of the AMAA,” said
AMAA President Dr. Nazareth
Darakjian. “But we also witnessed
major tragedies like the Artsakh war
and the subsequent forced deporta-
tions of the inhabitants. Zaven mobi-
lized AMAA resources immediately
to reach out to thousands of home-
less Artsakhtsis providing them with
food and shelter until they were able
to find more permanent facilities.
Zaven’s compassion and patriotism
were without limit.”

Following a special video pre-
sentation tribute to AMAA Executive
Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian (2014-
2024), Dr. Darakjian invited his wife
Sona Khanjian to come forward and
presented her with a special gift of
appreciation. Mrs. Khanjian’s remarks
were touching as she mentioned how
thankful she was to have had the op-
portunity to share her life with Zaven
and for the moral support of AMAA
and its President Dr. Darakjian and his
wife Dr. Ani Darakjian.

The memorable evening con-
cluded with Armenian Evangelical
World Council Executive Director
Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian’s clos-
ing prayer and Benediction.

By LOUISA JANBAZIAN,
AMAA Public Relations Coordinator

The 2.8-meter statue, unveiled
by Zhanna Andreasyan and Manaryan’s
son, Krist Manaryan, stands near 4
Sayat-Nova Avenue, in front of the
Hovhannes Tumanyan National Pup-
pet Theater. This significant monu-
ment, erected in celebration of the
artist’s 100th birth anniversary, re-
flects his enduring impact on Arme-
nian culture.

Ruben Babayan, inspired by a
memorable scene from the film The
Bride from the North, envisioned the
statue as “living” and dynamic, cap-
turing Manaryan’s spirited personal-
ity. The bronze statue, crafted by artist
Armenak Vardanyan, required eight

months to complete and portrays
Manaryan riding a motorcycle, a nod
to the film and his indomitable charac-
ter.

The celebration continued with
the release of a commemorative stamp
dedicated to Manaryan’s centennial.
Issued with a face value of 380 drams,
the stamp features a portrait of the
actor and the inscriptions “100
YEARS,”“YERVAND MANARYAN,”
and “Armenian actor, director” in both
Armenian and English. The event also
included a photo exhibition, further
honoring Manaryan’s remarkable con-
tributions to Armenian arts and cul-
ture.
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Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian: To Be Armenian
Living in the Diaspora in the 21st Century

BURBANK — Under the aus-
pices of His Eminence Archbishop
Hovnan Derderian, an unprecedented
event was organized by the Zvartnots
Cultural Committee of the Western
Diocese of the Armenian Church.

On October 24, 2024, Dr.
Hratch Tchilingirian, the newly-ap-
pointed Director of the Institutional
Innovation Project of the Western
Diocese, unveiled his massive initia-
tive. It was based on the outcome of
his extensive global research for the
purpose of exploring the “Armenian
Identity in the Diaspora,” with the
affiliation of the Gulbenkian Foun-
dation.

During welcoming and opening
remarks, Dr. Simon Simonian, Chair-
man of the Committee, gave a brief
overview of the word “Diaspora.”
He introduced the lecturer, Dr.

Hratch Tchilingirian, as an aca-
demic leader, an experienced pro-
fessor from the Universities of Ox-
ford and Cambridge in the UK, as
well as an Associate Professor of
Armenian studies at Inalco in Paris,
France.

Dr. Simonian also introduced
the two talented cultural participants
who set the stage by enhancing the
evening: Mrs. Armine Ghazaryan, a
renowned pianist, who performed
two works by Armenian composers;
and Mrs. Ani Marselian, a teacher at
the Diocese Hovsepian School, who
recited a heartwarming Armenian
poem.

In Dr. Tchilingirian’s quest to
discover, “What are the ingredients
of the Armenian Identity in the
Diaspora today?”, a global survey
was conducted. Specifically, 13,000
Armenians of all ages participated;
and there were an additional 400
personal interviews conducted of
Armenians from 10 different coun-
tries. According to Dr. Tchilingirian,
the outcome of the study revealed
that, “‘Diaspora’, has a much more
complicated connotation for Arme-
nians in light of the devastating geno-
cide.” “There is no commonality in
understanding. Each Armenian de-
fines his/her own identity.” As for
his observations regarding the new
generation, he stated, “It is incon-

ceivable to mold our traditional
‘Armenianness’ to our new genera-
tion.” “Homeland is not the same for
all Armenians.” He acknowledged
concern, however he did not con-
sider the results to be alarming. “We
cannot focus on what we are losing,
but build on what we have.”

A healthy question/answer dis-
cussion by some very accomplished
local educators in the audience, fol-

lowed the lecture. The prevalent sub-
ject was about “the mission/role of
our devoted Armenian educators.”
There were recommendations to or-
ganize follow-up lectures in order to
cover such a vast subject.

Archbishop Derderian, in his
final closing remarks, prior to his
benediction, expressed his deep ap-
preciation to the Zvartnots Commit-
tee, the cultural performers and the
new collaborator of the Western
Diocese; the renowned Professor
Tchilingirian. The Archbishop added
the immense need to adapt and over-
come the challenges of change and
viewed stagnation as extremely det-
rimental at the present threshold. He
emphasized the need for optimism
and inclusion of our youth in every
aspect of growth, stating: “This re-
search can only be justified if we
implement and benefit from Dr.
Tchilingirian’s tireless exploration.”

The evening came to a close
with an appropriate reception pre-
pared by the Zvartnots Cultural Com-
mittee.
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New Publication “Khatchkars: Emblematic
Art of Armenia” by Hrair Hawk Khatcherian

FRESNO — Photographer Hrair
Hawk Khatcherian will speak on
“Khatchkars: Emblematic Art of Ar-
menia” at 7:00PM on Thursday, No-
vember 14, 2024, in the University
Business Center (5245 N. Backer
Ave.), Alice Peters Auditorium, on
the Fresno State campus. A recep-
tion, from 6:00-7:00pm, will pre-
cede the talk, with the Andrew
Hagopian Trio performing during the
reception. Khatcherian’s presenta-
tion is part of the Grace and Paul
Shahinian Armenian Christian Art
Series and is co-sponsored by the
AGBU Greater Fresno Chapter.

Among the creations of Arme-
nian artistic genius, which gives this
nation an important place in art’s
universal history, the khatchkar
(khatch=cross; kar=stone) is prob-
ably the most iconic example of this
in Armenia. Khatcherian will present
his new book, Khatchkar: Art and
Soul-An Armenian Visual Journey
and will link the khatchkar to images
in Armenian manuscript painting.
Khatcherian’s new book will be on
sale at the lecture.

Hrair Hawk Khatcherian was born
in Lebanon in 1961. In 1982 he earned
his wings as a commercial pilot in
Hayward, California. He moved to
Canadain 1984, working as a freelance

photojournalist in Toronto. In 1988,
he actively participated in various ac-
tivities of the Armenian Diaspora re-
lated to the Artsakh (Karabakh) Move-
ment. For almost three decades now,
Hawk has been presenting exhibitions,
conferences, photographic lectures all
around the globe, making Artsakh,
Armenia and Western Armenia an ac-
cessible reality forall. His photographs
have appeared in numerous magazines,
newspapers, books and publications.
He has reached the top of the biblical
mountain Ararat, the sacred symbol of
Armenians, and in that mythical place
he has solemnly renewed his commit-
ment and his oath, to pursue his work
relentlessly.

The reception and lecture are
free and open to the public. Parking is
available in Fresno State Lot P6, near
the University Business Center. Per-
mits are required for Thursday night
lectures and free permits will be avail-
able at the venue.

The presentation will also be live-
streamed on YouTube at: https://bit.ly/
armenianstudiesyoutube.

For information about upcoming
Armenian Studies Program presenta-
tions, please follow us on our Facebook
page, @ArmenianStudiesFresnoState
or at the Program website, https://
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.

PM Nikol Pashinyan Congratulates

Continued frompage 1

protecting human rights and ensuring
the rule of law, combating corruption,
and preventing security threats,” PM
Pashinyan said.

He emphasized the development
of bilateral cooperation in the trade,
economic, and investment sectors, as
well as the full utilization of the un-
tapped potential. “In this regard, I am
pleased to note the joint efforts aimed
at promoting Armenia’s economic and
energy resilience. I am confident that
during your presidency, Armenia-US
relations will be further strengthened,
and we will continue to record new
achievements, realizing our vision of
reaching the level of strategic partner-
ship,” the Armenian Pm noted.

“I am hopeful that new opportu-
nities will be created in relations be-
tween the Republic of Armenia and the
United States of America, especially in
the areas of establishment of lasting
and stable peace in the South Caucasus,
regional economic ties and communi-
cation in the event of unblocking the
routes,” PM Pashinyan said, adding
that Armenia’s proposals in this regard
are summarized in the “Crossroads of
Peace” project.

“Allow me to once again con-
gratulate you on your election as Presi-
dent of the United States, wishing you
good health, success, and new achieve-
ments for the benefit of the welfare
and progress of the friendly people of
the United States of America,” the
Prime Minister concluded.
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coming year, I plan to visit all of our
AGBU chapters and the local constitu-
ents they serve, accompanied by Sylva©
Her unwavering support for my chal-
lenging endeavors is not only comfort-
ing butalso essential© Together, we aim
to build stronger connections with our
leadership and communities. " (Bu P
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Yes, I wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* §$75,00 * $150,00 (first class) for USA
$ 250,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.

$ 400,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.

City: --------- State:---------
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