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ARMENIAN.CAUCUS CO-CHAIRS
SEND LETTER TO SECRETARY RUBIO
HIGHLIGHTING PRIORITIES ON ARMENIA
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* Navigating our loss journey and

* Group sessions facilitated by
Dr. Ani Karayan, PhD

Join us!

Community
Support Group

For residents impacted by the E
Eaton & Palisades Fires

healing together with grace, because
Hope + Resilience = Community

* Tuesdays at 6:30pm starting Feb 4th
* Drop-in, open group format sessions
for a supportive communal experience
¢ St. Gregory Church of Pasadena
2215 E. Colorado Bivd,, Pasadena, CA 91107

A community servica of

[ N THE ARMS
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France Reaffirms Strong Support for Armenia’s Territorial Integrity
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan Meets with President Emmanuel Macron at
the Elysée Palace

PARIS — French President
Emmanuel Macron reaffirmed his
country’s strong support for Armenia’s
territorial integrity when he held talks
with Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
in Paris on Monday.

The two leaders discussed bilat-
eral ties and the Armenian-Azerbaijani
conflict, according to official readouts
of the talks held on the sidelines of the
Artificial Intelligence Action Summit
taking place in the French capital.

“The Head of State reiterated
France’s full support for the normal-
ization of relations between Armenia
and Azerbaijan as well as the signing of
a peace treaty in accordance with in-
ternational law,” read a statement re-
leased by the presidential Elysee Pal-
ace. “He also reiterated France’s de-
termination to support the territorial
integrity and sovereignty of Armenia
as well as the aspirations of the Arme-
nian people for peace, security and
democracy.”

The statement said Macron and
Pashinyan “agreed to continue the
development of cooperation projects
between France and Armenia, par-
ticularly in the fields of energy, de-
fense and transport.” Pashinyan was
cited by his press office as saying
that French-Armenian relations have

“reached a new level” in the past
year.

Prime Minister Pashinyan ex-
pressed gratitude for the warm hospi-
tality and highlighted that 2024 has
been a highly dynamic year for Arme-
nia-France relations. He noted that
numerous meetings have taken place
between the leaders and government
agencies of both countries, maintain-
ing regular communication, and that
Armenia-France relations have now
reached a new level.

Pashinyan’s office said the par-
ties exchanged views on the prospects
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for further development of Armenia-
European Union cooperation and the
continued advancement of Armenia’s
democratic reform agenda, as stated in
the official announcement.

France, which is home to an
influential Armenian community, has
emerged in recent years as
Armenia’s leading Western backer
and supplier of weapons. The two
countries have signed a series of
contracts for the delivery of French
weapons to the Armenian military,
prompting strong condemnation
from Azerbaijan.

PM Pashinyan Meets
with Vice President
JD Vance at the
White House

WASHINGTON, DC — Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan met with US
Vice President JD Vance late on Thurs-
day at the end of a four-day visit to
Washington.

Prime Minister Pashinyan’s press
office said the two men discussed
U.S.-Armenian relations and unspeci-
fied issues on the “regional agenda.”

Pashinyan considers his meeting
with Vance to be very important and
productive.

According to him, the meeting
was the final event of his visit to the
U.S. and was organized spontaneously
during the trip.

"The meeting lasted quite a long
time. It took place in a 1+3 format,
meaning a téte-a-téte discussion. Mem-
bers of the delegation participated in the
meeting. On our side, Armenia’s ambas-
sador to the U.S., the head of the foreign
relations department of the government
staff, and my press secretary were
present. A detailed and comprehensive
discussion took place. Moreover, it hap-
pened in a very dynamic environment,
which we highly appreciate," said the
Prime Minister, adding that the interest
in holding such a meeting developed
mutually over time.

Iran Opposes the So-Called “Zangezur
Corridor,” Calling It Harmful to Both
Armenia and Iran — Mehdi Sobhani

YEREVAN — The so-called
“Zangezur Corridor” poses a threat to
both Armenia and Iran, Iranian Am-
bassador to Armenia Mehdi Sobhani
stated during a press conference today
in Yerevan. He emphasized that Tehran
strongly opposes any route that oper-
ates under a “corridor logic.”

“Only Armenia and Iran share the
same perspective on the so-called
‘Zangezur Corridor.” Iran is the only
country in the region standing firmly
with Armenia against it,” Sobhani
noted. “There is no disagreement be-
tween Iran and Armenia on this mat-
ter—we are completely aligned in our
stance.”

During his press briefing, Sobhani
repeatedly clarified that Iran is not
against unblocking regional transpor-
tation routes. However, he insisted
that any such developments must re-
spect the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of the states involved.

“We support the unblocking of
roads in Armenia, but this must be
done under the framework of national
sovereignty and territorial integrity.
We oppose any road that follows the
‘corridor logic,"” he stressed.

The Iranian ambassador made it
clear that Iran is firmly against any
initiative that could lead to changes in
the Armenia-Iran border. Regarding
the so-called “Zangezur Corridor,” he
stated that Iran will not engage in
negotiations or compromises with any
country, as it directly concerns Iran’s
national security.

When asked whether Iran has
disagreements with Russia on this is-

Continued onpage3

Armenian Caucus Leadership Addresses
Letter to Secretary Rubio Highlighting
Priorities For Armenian People

ARMENIAN.CAUCUS CO-CHAIRS
SEND LETTER TO SECRETARY RUBIO
HIGHLIGHTING PRIORITIES ON ARMENIA

Representative
Gus Bilirakis
(R-FL)

Representative
Frank Pallone

(D-N)

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Arme-
nian Caucus Co-Chairs Reps. Frank
Pallone, Jr (D-NJ), Gus Bilirakis (R-
FL), David Valadao (R-CA), and Brad
Sherman (D-CA), addressed a letter to
newly appointed Secretary of State
Marco Rubio on priorities relating to
Armenia and the Armenian people, re-
ported the Armenian Assembly of
America.

Repre;enluiive
David Valadao
(R-CA)

Representative
Brad Sherman
(D-CA)

Primarily, the letter urged the
U.S. to hold Azerbaijan accountable
for its war crimes and ethnic-cleans-
ing of Nagorno-Karabakh by enforc-
ing Section 907 of the FREEDOM
Support Act, applying Global
Magnitsky sanctions, and denying
EXIM Bank financing of dual-use sales

Continued on page3
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Prime Minister Pashinyan Delivers Lecture at

Georgetown University

WASHINGTON, DC — Arme-
nian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
visited Georgetown University in
Washington, D.C., where he was wel-
comed by Professor Joel Hellman, Dean
of the Edmund A. Walsh School of
Foreign Service.

During his visit, Prime Minister
Pashinyan delivered a lecture attended
by students and faculty members spe-
cializing in political science, interna-
tional relations, and security studies.

In his speech, the Prime Minister
discussed the development and
strengthening of democracy in Arme-
nia, the progress of ongoing reforms,
and the current regional situation, par-
ticularly the challenges surrounding
Armenia and the measures being taken

to address them. He emphasized the
Armenian government’s commitment
to reinforcing democratic institutions
and fighting corruption, highlighting
the importance of institutional capac-
ity-building in this context.

Pashinyan also spoke about
Armenia’s efforts to normalize rela-
tions with Azerbaijan and Turkey, re-
iterating his government’s dedication
to a peace agenda. He introduced the
“Crossroads of Peace” initiative, which
aims to reopen regional communica-
tion routes.

During the event, the Prime Min-
ister answered several questions from
students and faculty, engaging in dis-
cussions on key regional and interna-
tional issues.

Armenia and India’s Joint Efforts Aim
Beyond Strengthening Defense Capabilities —
DM Papikyan

Government of India °

Ministry of Defence

NEW DELHI — Armenian De-
fense Minister Suren Papikyan, who is
on a working visit to India, partici-
pated in the “Aero India” exhibition on
February 11. As part of the event, he
attended the Defense Ministers’
Roundtable on the theme “Building
Resilience Through International De-
fense and Global Engagement.”

In his speech, Minister Papikyan
emphasized that Armenia and India’s
joint efforts are directed not only to-
ward enhancing their countries’ de-
fense capabilities but also toward en-
suring international and regional secu-
rity, peace, and stability.

The Armenian Defense Minister
also presented Armenia’s perspectives

Department of
Defence Production
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on regional security issues, as well as
the “Crossroads of Peace” initiative
introduced by the Armenian govern-
ment.

Additionally, Papikyan held a dis-
cussion with the Chief of Defense
Staff of the Indian Armed Forces,
General Anil Chauhan.

Minister Papikyan also held a
meeting with the Minister of Defense
of India, Rajnath Singh.

The parties commended the cur-
rent state of bilateral cooperation and
explored avenues for further expan-
sion of defense cooperation between
Armenia and India.

Continued on page3
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Former Karabakh Army Chief Jalal
Harutyunyan Sentenced to 5.5 Years in Prison

YEREVAN— An Armenian court
sentenced a former commander of
Nagorno-Karabakh Defense army
Lieutenant-General Jalal Harutyunyan
to five and a half years in prison on
Friday after holding him responsible
for one of the military setbacks suf-
fered during the 2020 war with
Azerbaijan.

Harutyunyan was indicted in Sep-
tember 2022 over the capture by
Azerbaijani troops of the frontline po-
sitions of a Karabakh Armenian artil-
lery unit on October 12, 2020. Arme-
nian law-enforcement authorities say
it was the result of inaccurate informa-
tion provided by him to the unit. The
latter lost at least 20 soldiers and 8
howitzers on that day.

The court of first instance of
Armenia’s Syunik province gave the
prison sentence to Harutyunyan three
weeks after convicting him of “care-
less attitude towards military service.”
The 50-year-old general denies the
accusation. His lawyers said he will
appeal against the verdict.

Armenia’s Investigative Commit-
tee also brought in 2022 another accusa-
tion against Harutyunyan stemming from
an Armenian counteroffensive against
advancing Azerbaijani forces launched
on October 7, 2020 ten days after the
outbreak of large-scale fighting. Its fail-
ure facilitated Azerbaijan’s subsequent
victory in the six-week war.

Investigators said at the time that
Harutyunyan ordered two army units
to launch an attack southeast of
Karabakh despite lacking intelligence

and the fact that they were greatly
outnumbered by the enemy and had no
air cover. A prosecutor overseeing the
inquiry dropped this charge a year
later, however.

Harutyunyan was seriously
wounded in an Azerbaijani missile strike
on October 26, 2020. He was ap-
pointed as head of an Armenian mili-
tary inspectorate after recovering from
his wounds.

Harutyunyan’s successor as
Karabakh army commander, Mikael
Arzumanyan, was arrested in August
2022 on different criminal negligence
charges. In particular, the Investiga-
tive Committee blamed him for the
November 2020 fall of the strategic
Karabakh town of Shushi. Arzumanyan,
who remains under arrest, strongly
denies this accusation. Unlike him,
Harutyunyan was not held in detention
before or during his trial.

Plenary Session of the AI Action Summit

Held in Paris

suir L'IA
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PARIS — Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan attended the ple-
nary session of the Artificial Intelli-
gence Summit in Paris. The Prime
Minister and other high-ranking guests
were welcomed by France’s Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Jean-Noél Barrot.

The event was attended by French
President Emmanuel Macron, Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, U.S.
Vice President James David Vance,
United Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres, European Commis-
sion President Ursula von der Leyen,
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau, and several other world lead-

ers and government officials.

Following the plenary session, a
group photo session was held for the
summit participants.

During the summit, Prime Minis-
ter Pashinyan held brief discussions
with international partners. In particu-
lar, he exchanged views with European
Commission President Ursula von der
Leyen on the future development of
Armenia-European Union cooperation.

Additionally, Pashinyan met with
the Secretary-General of the Interna-
tional Organization of La Francophonie,
Louise Mushikiwabo, and other inter-
national partners.
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Armenian American Museum Completes
Roof Deck and Second-Level Concrete Pour

GLENDALE — The Armenian
American Museum and Cultural Cen-
ter of California has reached another
major milestone in its construction
progress with the successful comple-
tion of the concrete pour for the roof
deck and second level of the build-
ing. The project continues to move
forward, with framing scheduled to
take place throughout the month of
February.

The latest achievement marks a
significant step in the museum’s de-
velopment, bringing the cultural and
educational center closer to comple-
tion. As framing progresses, the
structure of the museum will begin
to take shape, showcasing the vision
of a unique institution dedicated to
preserving and celebrating Arme-
nian heritage, history, and contribu-
tions.

“We are excited to share this
latest milestone with our commu-
nity,” said Executive Chairman Berd;j
Karapetian. “With each phase of con-
struction, we are one step closer to
opening the doors of the Armenian
American Museum and fulfilling our
mission of education, engagement,
and cultural enrichment.”

The framing phase will define
the museum’s layout, bringing the
architectural vision to life with tow-
ering walls and intricate details that
reflect Armenian heritage and mod-
ern innovation. In the months ahead,
the project will progress with exte-
rior finishes, interior installations,
and Permanent Exhibition develop-
ment.

Once completed, the Armenian
American Museum will serve as a
vibrant space for educational pro-
grams, and events, providing a per-
manent home to honor Armenian his-
tory, culture, and contributions.

The museum’s mission is to
promote understanding and appre-
ciation of America’s ethnic and
cultural diversity by sharing the
Armenian American experience.
The vision is a cultural campus
that enriches the community, edu-
cates the public on the Armenian
American story, and empowers in-
dividuals to embrace cultural di-
versity and speak out against preju-
dice. The cultural and educational
center is currently under construc-
tion in the museum campus at Glen-
dale Central Park.

Iran Opposes “Zangezur Corridor”

Continued from page 1

sue, Sobhani responded:

“We have clearly conveyed our
stance to Russia and other coun-
tries. We oppose any road under
international control, as well as any
initiative that alters existing borders
or leads to geopolitical shifts. We
have made this explicitly clear and
will not consider any country’s con-
cerns in this matter. Some nations
have attempted to spread doubts
about Iran’s stance, claiming that
we have compromised on Zangezur.
However, Zangezur is directly tied
to our national security, and we
remain steadfast in our position—
no matter which country is in-
volved.”

Armenia Assures Iran: U.S.
Strategic Partnership Document
Not Targeted at Tehran

Armenian authorities have made
it clear to Iran that the recent strategic
partnership document signed between
Yerevan and Washington is not di-
rected against Tehran, Iranian Ambas-

sador to Armenia Mehdi Sobhani stated
on Thursday.

During a press briefing, Sobhani
emphasized that Armenia has assured
Iran it will take no actions that could
harm Armenian-Iranian relations or
jeopardize Tehran’s interests.

“There is a strong mutual under-
standing between the Armenian and
Iranian authorities on this matter,” he
said. “Both sides recognize that our
bilateral relations are developing in a
way that benefits the peoples of both
nations.”

This shared perspective, accord-
ing to Sobhani, continues to strengthen
the partnership between Tehran and
Yerevan. Despite ongoing U.S. pres-
sure on Iran, he noted that the two
countries have consistently maintained
and developed their relations.

This mutual understanding,
Sobhani noted, allows strengthening
bilateral relations.

In his assessment, against the
background of the maximum pressure
of the United States on Iran, Tehran
and Yerevan have always managed to
develop relations.

Saturday, February 15, 2025

President Trump Picks Michael Kavoukjian
as Next U.S. Ambassador to Norway

WASHINGTON, DC — U.S.
President Donald Trump has appointed
Michael E. Kavoukjian as the next
United States Ambassador to the King-
dom of Norway.

“I am pleased to announce that
Michael E. Kavoukjian will serve as the
next United States Ambassador to the
Kingdom of Norway”, Trump an-
nounced on his own social media plat-
form, Truth Social.

Kavoukjianisalawyer and former
CIA officer. The New York Times
also points out that he has donated a lot
of money to the Republican Party. In
2024, Kavoukjian donated a whopping
$700,000 to Trump’s campaign appa-
ratus.

Trump writes that “Michael is
a brilliant attorney, who currently

serves as a Senior Partner at White
& Case, where he has led complex
commercial litigation teams around
the World.”

Armenian Caucus Leadership Addresses

Continued from page 1

to Azerbaijan, emphasizing that “a du-
rable and dignified peace between Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan requires strict
accountability and must be founded
upon the collected and protected re-
turn of Armenians to their indigenous
Nagorno-Karabakh homeland.”

Caucus Members urged the State
Department to remain engaged in the
peace process, help secure Armenia’s
territorial integrity, end the blockade
by Turkey and Azerbaijan, and facili-
tate better regional trade and transpor-
tation links, as well as a “final agree-
ment [that] must secure the release of
all POWs and hostages, including
Nagorno-Karabakh’s political leaders
— who are unjustly detained in
Azerbaijan — and safeguard ancient
Armenian cultural sites in Nagorno-
Karabakh and elsewhere in the region
that are under immediate threat.”

Highlighting the geographic and
political challenges Armenia faces as a
landlocked country blockaded by Tur-
key and Azerbaijan, the letter noted
that these have served as obstacles for
Armenia to fulfill its economic poten-
tial.

“The United States has an in-
credible opportunity to shape the fu-
ture of the region by advancing
Armenia’s energy security and eco-
nomic resilience aligned with its “Cross-
roads of Peace” vision for sustainable
peace,” the letter stated. “Investing in
this transition will allow Armenia to
fulfill its goal of diversifying its energy
production and pivoting away from
Russian energy and trade dependence.”

Referring to Armenia’s security,
the letter requested that the State De-

partment build on defense engagements
with Armenia, develop Armenia’s bor-
der security capabilities, and “con-
sider the Armenian government’s out-
standing request for purely defensive
equipment and training to protect its
territorial integrity, including anti-air-
craft and anti-drone equipment and the
ability to guard its borders, which is
“critical at a time when it faces contin-
ued threats by Azerbaijani troops sta-
tioned in its sovereign territory and
violent rhetoric from President Ilham
Aliyev.”

Other issues of concern in the
letter included the challenges facing
the Armenian community in Syria as
well as the Armenian Quarter in Jerusa-
lem, “a treasure of global Christian
heritage in the Holy Land since the 4th
Century.”

Caucus Members offered con-
gratulations to Secretary Rubio on his
new role and expressed hope for col-
laboration during the 119th Congress
regarding bipartisan priorities relating
to Armenia, particularly building off of
the strategic partnership between Ar-
menia and the U.S. signed on January
15, 2025, an agreement that “reflects
the efforts made by a broad bipartisan
coalition of Members of Congress who
have cultivated this important bilateral
relationship across several Adminis-
trations,” and the “promise Armenia
shows as a reliable American partner
in the South Caucasus.”

The letter to Secretary Rubio
concluded: “We stand ready to work
with you to craft a policy in the South
Caucasus region that is consistent with
U.S. national security, universal prin-
ciples of human rights, and our demo-
cratic values.”

Armenia and India’s Joint Efforts

Continued from page 2

Additionally, the Ministers ex-
changed views on regional and inter-
national security issues.

The Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of
Armenia to India Vahagn Afyan and
the Chairman of the Military-Industrial

Committee of the Ministry of High-
Tech Industry Aram Jivanyan attended
the meeting.

According to “The Times of In-
dia,” citing its sources, Armenia, along
with the United States and France,
became one of the largest importers of
Indian defense products in the 2023-
2024 financial year.
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New Book by Hasmik Khalapyan:
“The Armenian Women’s Movement in the
Late Ottoman Empire: Modernity,
Nationalism and Gender”

LONDON/NEW YORK—I. B.
Tauris, an imprint of Bloomsbury Pub-
lishing, has announced the publication
of Dr. Hasmik Khalapyan’s The Arme-
nian Women’s Movement in the Late
Ottoman Empire: Modernity, Nation-
alism and Gender. The book is part of
the series Armenians in the Modern
and Early Modern World edited by
Bedross Der Matossian (University of
Nebraska, Lincoln).

The last decades of the Ottoman
Empire saw heated debates about and
changes to the role of women in soci-
ety. This book analyses the history of
the women’s movement among Otto-
man Armenians. Examining debates on
the role of women in the Armenian
context, Armenian women’s access to
education, work and marriage rights,
it reveals how women were empow-
ered by nationalist discourses and the
wider movement for reform in the
empire, and the ways these limited or
broadened women’s activism. Draw-
ing from a wide array of archival
primary source material, it provides a
comprehensive and comparative analy-
sis of changes to the socio-economic,
political, cultural status of Ottoman
Armenian women from end of the
Tanzimat period to the outbreak of
World War I.

Khalapyan commented on the
book, saying, “I am very happy that
my research project of many years has
materialized in this volume. Women’s
history has been an essential part of
global scholarship for many years, and
I am thrilled that this book, dedicated
to the history of the Armenian women’s
movement in the Ottoman Empire, will
find its place within that broader body
of global women’s history.”

According to Khalapyan, the Ar-
menian women’s movement in the late
Ottoman Empire emerged as a com-
plex interplay between national, impe-
rial, and European forces, where
women both shaped and were shaped
by the evolving nationalist and mod-
ernist ideals of their time. Amid the
debates surrounding the “New Na-
tion” and the cultural, legal, economic,
and social transformations sweeping
the Empire, Khalapyan illustrates how
women navigated the tension between
tradition and modernity, actively con-
tributing to nationalist projects. They
did so not only by advocating for their
rights within existing reforms but also
by forging new pathways in educa-
tion, social work, employment, and
family structures.

“Ithas been my intention to show
that women’s activism was inextrica-
bly tied to both local and global con-
texts, marked by the push and pull of
European influence, Ottoman policies,
and the national aspirations of the Ar-
menian people,” she said. She contin-
ued, “Through a nuanced examination
of these intersecting forces presented
in the book, I hope my readers will see
the multifaceted nature of Armenian
modernity and gain a richer under-
standing of the complex dynamics that
shaped the Armenian community and
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the women who played pivotal roles in
its transformation.”

“This is an outstanding study of
the history of the Armenian women’s
movement in the Ottoman Empire, a

topic that has long remained
marginalized,” said Der Matossian,
editor of the series. “Khalapyan has
successfully woven the history of the
movement by situating it within the
global, regional, and local contexts of
women’s movements.”

Reviews

“Khalapyan’s examination of Ar-
menian feminist writers narrates the in-
tertwined histories of Ottoman Turks
and Armenians. The writers she taps
across five languages were central to the
rise of Armenian national consciousness
in the late Ottoman Empire. A much-
needed manuscriptin the field, it situates
Ottoman Armenian feminism within the
broader global movements for women’s
liberation.”- Elyse Semerdjian, Profes-
sor, Clark University, US

“Meticulously researched through
Armenian, Turkish, French and Rus-
sian sources, this most impressive book
traces the historical emergence of the
Armenian women’s movement by tri-
angulating Europe (modernity), the
Ottoman Empire (imperial state), and
its colonial subjects (Armenian com-
munity). The empirical focus on local
dynamics reveals three endeavors that
actualize the new emerging Armenian
womanhood: 1) taking care of the na-
tion through organized charity and
education; ii) campaigning for paid
labor and a job market for women; iii)
improving marriage and the family.
Theoretically, the author cogently dem-
onstrates how social movements ne-
gotiate local, national and global con-
ditions and how women’s movements
in particular undergird these negotia-
tions. A mustread for those interested
in how women imperial subjects em-
ploy their agency to study the intersec-
tion of history, modernity, and empire
as Ottoman Armenian women do.” -
Fatma Miige Gocek, Professor, Uni-
versity of Michigan, USA

“An important contribution to our
understanding of the gender politics
permitting Armenian feminists to navi-
gate extremely troubled waters!” -

AUA to Hold Celebratory Luncheon
Honoring Elizabeth Agbabian

LOS ANGELES — The Ameri-
can University of Armenia (AUA) is
pleased to host a special luncheon to
celebrate Elizabeth Agbabian, a vision-
ary whose contributions to AUA, es-
pecially during the University’s for-
mative years, have left a lasting im-
pact. The event, titled “A Legacy of
Grace: Honoring Elizabeth Agbabian,”
will be held on Saturday, March 1,
2025, at 11:30 a.m., at the California
Club in Downtown Los Angeles.

Since AUA’s inception, Elizabeth
unwaveringly stood by her husband,
AUA’s co-founder and founding presi-
dent, Dr. Mihran Agbabian, and con-
tributed her time and efforts to con-
tinually promote the University to the
Diaspora community. Her devotion to
the institution has inspired many, and
together with her family, she has played
a pivotal role in shaping AUA into the
thriving beacon of academic excel-
lence it is today in Armenia.

Dr. Narine Margarian Presents a Lecture on
the Fate of Armenian Genocide Orphans
at Haigazian University

BEIRUT- As part of its 70th-

anniversary celebrations;Hargazam—] =7 ;

University, in collaboration with the
Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute
of Dzidzernagapert (Yerevan), hosted
Dr. Narine Margarian for a lecture on
the fate of Armenian Genocide or-
phans and the extensive efforts to save
and reintegrate them into the Armenian
nation.

In her hour-long lecture, Dr.
Margarian emphasized that alongside
Alexandropol/Leninagan (now
Gyumri) often referred to as the “City
of Orphans”, Lebanon became a major
refuge for thousands of Armenian or-
phans. These children were sheltered
in various orphanages, supported by
Western humanitarian organizations
such as the Near East Relief, as well as
AGBU and other Armenian charitable
institutions.

Dr. Margarian elaborated on the
Ottoman authorities’ policies regard-
ing Armenian orphans, detailing the
mechanisms they employed and the
objectives they sought to achieve. She
explained the profound psychological
shifts these children experienced be-
tween 1915 and 1920, as they were
forcibly separated from their families
and subjected to Turkification policies
under the Committee of Union and
Progress (CUP). In Turkish orphan-
ages, they underwent systematic as-
similation, including name and religion
changes and the suppression of the
Armenian language, their mother

tongue.

However, following the Allied vic-
tory in World War I, many of these
orphans were rescued and relocated to
Armenian orphanages, marking a criti-
cal stage in their identity restoration.
Dr. Margarian highlighted the relent-
less efforts of Armenian organizations,
compatriotic unions, and individuals,
often with the support of the Allied
authorities, to save Armenian children
who had been kidnapped, placed in
Turkish households, or left in the care
of Arab tribes by desperate parents
hoping for their survival.

Despite these efforts, Dr.
Margarian noted with sorrow that
many Armenian orphans never returned
to their nation, becoming permanently
estranged from their heritage.

Suraiya Faroghi, Professor, Ibn Haldun
University, Turkey

Dr. Hasmik Khalapyan is an As-
sociate Professor at the American
University of Armenia (AUA), special-
izing in Ottoman history, the history of

social and labor movements, and
women’s history. Her scholarly work
has been published in esteemed inter-
national journals and edited volumes,
with translations in both Western Ar-
menian and Turkish.
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Teacher: Rita Shahinian

1060 ALLEN AVENUE PASADENA, CA 21104

1st Session Free

REGISTER NOW

Every Friday
4:30PM-5:30PM
By Calling to
+1(626) 318-0544

rount cultural association
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