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"The moment a child is born, the mother is
also born."
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We Must Protect the Armenia We Have Built
Today, Prime Minister Says

YEREVAN — A regular meeting
of the Government of Armenia was
held today, chaired by Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan.

During the session, Pashinyan
stated that Armenia has reached a point
where the established Republic must
now be firmly defended.

“We must protect it very strongly
and very firmly in principle, because
we have built a country that has a
future. That does not mean that there
are no unresolved issues in Armenia.
There is no country in the world with-
out unresolved problems—it simply
does not exist.

What is very important is our
political positioning: today we must
firmly defend the Armenia we have

built, because the Armenia we have
created is a good Armenia. It is an
Armenia with prospects, a secure Ar-
menia, a safe Armenia, a citizen-cen-
tered and human-centered Armenia. It
is also an Armenia capable of self-
reflection,” the prime minister said.

Pashinyan added that Armenians
should take pride in the country as it
exists today, describing the current
state as a historic achievement.

“We should be proud of today’s
Armenia because we have achieved
historic accomplishments—achieve-
ments of millennial significance. We
have overcome historical cycles that
repeated themselves for at least 1,500

Continued on page4

Social Democratic Hunchakian Party
Welcomes Municipal Election Victory in Alfortville

Communiqué of the Social Democratic Hunchakian Party

The Social Democratic Hunchakian Party welcomes the victory of the list
led by Luc Carvounas in the municipal elections in Alfortville and extends its
congratulations to the mayor and the entire municipal team for the renewed
confidence granted to them by the residents of Alfortville.

This victory represents the success of a project built on the values of

solidarity, social justice, and progress—principles to which our party remains
deeply committed. It also reflects the determination of the people of Alfortville
to continue a municipal policy focused on the public interest, social cohesion, and

the balanced development of the city.

Continued on page4

Armenian Council of America Hosts
Inaugural Gala Celebrating Community
Leadership, Advocacy, and Cultural Heritage

"

GLENDALE — The Armenian
Council of America (ACA) proudly
hosted its inaugural Annual Gala on
March 14,2026, an evening dedicated to
celebrating Armenian American heritage,
honoring community leadership, and
reaffirming the importance of civic en-
gagement and advocacy. The event
brought together community leaders,
elected officials, clergy, cultural figures,
and supporters for a night of recogni-
tion, inspiration, and unity.

The evening began with an open-
ing prayer delivered by Archpriest Fr.
Manoug Markarian of the Western Dio-
cese of the Armenian Church, who also
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read a congratulatory message on behalf
of Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, com-
mending the Armenian Council of
America for its dedication to strengthen-
ing Armenian American civic participa-
tion and advocacy.

Welcoming remarks were deliv-
ered by Emmy-nominatedjournalist Ellina
Abovian before a distinguished audience
that included Archpriest Fr. Manoug
Markarian of the Western Diocese of the
Armenian Church; Representative Laura
Friedman; Representative Judy Chu;
California State Senator Sasha Renée

Continued on page3

EU Will Not Leave Armenia Alone Against
External Interference, Says Kaja Kallas

BRUSSELS — At Armenia’s re-
quest, the European Union will deploy
a rapid response team ahead of the
country’s elections to help counter
hybrid threats. This was announced
by EU High Representative for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy, Kaja Kallas.

“Supporting democratic resil-
ience in our region remains a priority.
We will not leave Armenia alone in
facing external interference,” Kallas
said during a press conference follow-
ing ameeting of the EU Foreign Affairs
Council in Brussels.

She also emphasized that democ-
racies under pressure can rely on Eu-
rope.

According to a document ob-
tained by Azatutyun, the mission will
spend approximately 10-15 days in
Armenia. The team will assist the Prime
Minister’s Office and the Security
Council in developing crisis manage-
ment plans and procedures for re-
sponding to cyberattacks and foreign
information manipulation.

Beneficiaries of the assistance
will also include the Central Electoral
Commission, the Ministry of Internal
Affairs, and tax authorities.

The European Union believes that
Armenia is facing intensified hybrid

actions aimed at undermining demo-
cratic institutions and public trust.
These include foreign disinformation
campaigns, cyber threats, and the il-
licit financing of electoral processes.

“Itishighly likely that these threats
will escalate ahead of the elections
scheduled for June 7, 2026,” the docu-
ment states.

The document also reveals that
Armenia requested EU assistance last
November. In January, an EU assess-
ment team visited the country, provid-
ing insights into Armenia’s vulnerabili-
ties to hybrid threats, although no spe-
cific examples were disclosed.
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Draft Text of Armenia’s New Constitution Is
Ready, Says Justice Minister

b
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YEREVAN — The draft text of
Armenia’s new Constitution has been
completed and is expected to be dis-
cussed at a meeting of the governing
Civil Contract party’s executive board,
as well as within its parliamentary
faction.

The announcement was made by
Armenia’s Minister of Justice, Srbuhi
Galyan, during the first meeting of the
Public Council attached to the Ministry
of Justice.

“The Constitutional Reform
Council has been working very ac-
tively. We hold meetings every week,
and the text is already prepared, as I
had promised. However, there is no
news yet regarding its publication, as it
has been decided that the draft will
first be discussed within the Civil Con-
tract party’s executive board and par-
liamentary faction. After that, a deci-
sion will be made about publishing the
text,” the minister said.

Galyan also clarified that the con-
ceptual principles of the new Constitu-
tion had been developed earlier, and
the current draft text was prepared
based on those provisions.

According to the minister, the
guiding approach is to place the indi-
vidual—citizens and the people—at the
center of the Constitution, while no
departure from the current system of
governance is planned.

“We believe that the parliamen-
tary system best reflects the principles
of democracy. At the same time, we
have introduced significant changes
aimed at further decentralizing the
branches of power and ensuring a
better balance between them. For ex-
ample, the National Assembly will be
given additional oversight mechanisms
over the prime minister’s activities,”
Galyan noted.

Regarding the judiciary, the re-
forms propose introducing the possi-
bility of a jury system. The draft also
establishes, as a principle, the right to
two levels of appeal, the option of
written proceedings, and the possibil-
ity of appealing decisions of the Su-
preme Judicial Council, which is cur-
rently not allowed.

Earlier, Srbuhi Galyan had stated
that the draft text of the new Constitu-
tion would be published in March 2026.

Anti-Corruption Committee Reviews
Responsibilities and Challenges Ahead of
Armenia’s Upcoming National Elections

YEREVAN—Ahead of Armenia’s
National Assembly elections scheduled
for June 7, 2026, a meeting was held
under the leadership of the Chair of the
Anti-Corruption Committee to discuss
the committee’s responsibilities and the
challenges it may face during the up-
coming nationwide vote.

Key issues onthe meeting’sagenda
included:

The formation of a monitoring
headquarters for overseeing the elec-
toral process,

Defining the committee’s func-
tions in addressing hybrid threats,

Coordinating the complementary
work ofinvestigative and operational units,
as well as planning upcoming tasks,

Improving the professional pre-
paredness of personnel involved in de-
tecting, uncovering, and investigating
electoral crimes.

During the meeting, the committee
chair was briefed on the current status
of ongoing work, and existing issues and
upcoming priorities were reviewed.
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Following the discussions, the chair
issued clear instructions regarding the
timeline, composition, and operating pro-
cedures for establishing the electoral
monitoring headquarters, as well as clari-
fying the tools and measures needed to
counter hybrid threats. Instructions were
also given to ensure coordinated plan-
ning between investigative and opera-
tional divisions.

The meeting emphasized the im-
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EU Commissioner Praises Armenia’s
Progress in Visa Liberalization Process
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YEREVAN—EU Commissioner
for Home Affairs and Migration Magnus
Brunner has positively assessed
Armenia’s progress in the visa liberal-
ization dialogue with the European
Union.

Brunner made the remarks dur-
ing a joint press conference with
Armenia’s Minister of Internal Affairs
Arpine Sargsyan.

“Today I held meetings with
Armenia’s Minister of Internal Affairs
and the Deputy Prime Minister, during
which we discussed the excellent
progress Armenia has achieved to-
ward visa liberalization. This is very
important. Since the dialogue began in
2024, the progress has been very
steady. In November 2025, the EU
already provided Armenia with the Visa

Liberalization Action Plan,” Brunner
said.

Henoted that significant progress
has been made in areas such as docu-
ment security, migration management,
and the introduction of biometric pass-
ports and identification cards, which
Armenian citizens will soon be able to
obtain.

The EU commissioner added that
one of the goals of his visit is also to
encourage Armenia to continue imple-
menting these reforms.

According to Brunner, the next
stage of the process will be a report on
Armenia’s progress in implementing
the Visa Liberalization Action Plan.
The report is expected to be presented
in May during the framework of the
EU—Armenia summit.

Armenia Officially Opens
Resident Embassy in Bern

BERN — As part of Armenian
Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan’s
working visit to Switzerland, the
official opening ceremony of the
Republic of Armenia’s resident em-
bassy in Bern took place on March
12. The event was attended by
Ignazio Cassis, Head of the Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs of
the Swiss Confederation.

The Armenian national flag was
raised in front of the embassy building,
located in the heart of Bern’s historic
district,a UNESCO World Heritage site.
The national anthems of Armenia and
Switzerland were performed, and fol-
lowing the ceremonial ribbon-cutting,
the embassy was officially inaugurated.

Minister Mirzoyan emphasized:

“While our longstanding presence
in Geneva has already helped establish
strong political dialogue, relocating our
bilateral embassy to the capital of Swit-
zerland is an important step in the devel-
opment of our bilateral relations and
symbolizes our shared commitment to
continuously strengthening friendship
and cooperation between our two coun-
tries.”

Swiss Foreign Minister Ignazio
Cassis noted:

“Having a presence in the federal
capital will allow for closer cooperation
between our institutions and further
strengthen relations between our two
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countries.”

Cassis also referred to a traditional
custom of welcoming a new home with
bread and salt:

“In many traditions, anew home is
welcomed with bread and salt. Bread
symbolizes stability and continuity, while
salt represents flavor and, traditionally,
protection. In this spirit, [ warmly invite
all of you to share bread and salt with
us.”

Following the speeches, the for-
eign ministers of Armenia and Switzer-
land, along with guests of the event,
shared the traditional “bread and salt”
offered at the embassy.

portant role of the committee in ensuring
the transparency and legality of the elec-
toral process, as well as the need for

effective coordination of actions to en-
able a swift and consistent response to
potential risks.
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President Vahagn Khachaturyan Meets
with Representatives of the Armenian
Community in Chile

SANTIAGO — During a working
visit to the Chile, President Vahagn
Khachaturyan met with representa-
tives of the Armenian community in
the country.

domestic and foreign policy priorities
and challenges. He also discussed ef-
forts aimed at establishing peace and
developing relations with neighboring
countries.

The president presented details
about the current situation in Armenia
and the broader region, as well as the
reforms and developments taking place
in the country.

During the meeting, President
Khachaturyan answered questions
from attendees, addressing Armenia’s

While in Chile on his working
visit, President Khachaturyan also at-
tended the inauguration ceremony of
Chile’s president-elect, José Antonio
Kast.

The Armenian president addition-
ally participated in the official recep-
tion for heads of delegations.

Constitutional Court Upholds Laws
Related to Nationalization of Armenia’s
Electric Networks

YEREVAN— Armenia’s Consti-
tutional Court has ruled that the laws
adopted under an expedited procedure
regarding the nationalization of Elec-
tric Networks of Armenia (ENA) com-
ply with the Constitution.

The appeal submitted by mem-
bers of parliament concerning the con-
stitutionality of amendments to the
laws “On Energy” and “On the Public
Services Regulatory Commission” was
filed with the court on July 11.

In essence, the Constitutional
Court determined that revoking the
license of “Tashir Capital,” the owner
of ENA, is consistent with the Consti-
tution of the Republic of Armenia.

Amendments to these laws made
it possible to place ENA under the
management of a temporary adminis-
trator.

Opposition lawmakers had peti-
tioned the Constitutional Court to sus-
pend the enforcement of the law until
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the court issued a final decision on the
case. A similar decision had also been
issued by an international arbitration
body, which the Armenian govern-
ment declined to implement.

The process of nationalizing Elec-
tric Networks of Armenia began fol-
lowing the arrest of its owner, Samvel
Karapetyan.
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Armenian Council of America Hosts

Continued from page 1

Pérez; California State Assemblymember
Nick Schultz; Glendale City
Councilmember Vartan Gharpetian and
Dr. Armina Gharpetian; Dr. Hampig
Sarafian, Chairman of the Social Demo-
crat Hunchakian Party Central Commit-
tee; members ofthe SDHP Central Com-
mittee; Mehran Khatchadorian, Chair-
man of the SDHP Western United States
Executive Committee, along with fellow
Executive Committee members; mem-
bers ofthe Armenian Council of America
Board and Executive Committee; and
numerous distinguished guests, family
members, and supporters.

Inherremarks, Abovian highlighted
the mission and history of the Armenian
Council of America, noting that ACA is
committed to promoting the well-being,
unity, and progress of the Armenian
American community. She emphasized
that the organization’s mission is to
empower the Armenian American com-
munity, protect its heritage, and advo-
cate for justice and human rights.

Throughout the evening, speakers
reflected on the organization’s roots in
Armenian American advocacy efforts
dating back to the 1940s, when orga-
nized community engagement emerged
in response to the consequences of the
Armenian Genocide. They also empha-
sized ACA’s continued role in ensuring
Armenian American voices remain
present wherever important public deci-
sions are made.

Guests were introduced to Taniel
Koushakjian, Executive Director of Gov-
ernment Relations for the Armenian
Council of America, who plays a key
role in advancing ACA’s advocacy pro-
gram by building relationships with pub-
lic officials, engaging critical policy is-
sues, and ensuring Armenian American
perspectives are represented in Wash-
ington, D.C. Guests also heard remarks
from Sevak Khatchadorian, Chairman
of the Armenian Council of America,
who reflected on the organization’s mis-
sion and future goals.

The evening also featured remarks
from several distinguished elected offi-
cials. Representative Judy Chu, was
welcomed and recognized for her
longstanding attention to issues of deep
importance to Armenian Americans.
Representative Laura Friedman, who
represents California’s 30th Congres-
sional District, home to one of the largest
Armenian American constituencies in
the United States, was recognized for
her advocacy on issues important to the
Armenian American community, and
her strong engagement with Armenian
American constituents. California State
Senator Sasha Renée Pérez, represent-
ing the 25th Senate District, was intro-
duced as a thoughtful and energetic
leader serving communities across Los
Angeles and San Bernardino Counties.
California State Assemblymember Nick
Schultz, representing the 44th Assembly
District, which includes Burbank, Glen-
dale, and surrounding communities, was
also welcomed and recognized for his
record of public service, including his
prior service on the Burbank City Coun-
cil and as Mayor of Burbank. Glendale
City Councilmember Vartan Gharpetian
also addressed attendees, emphasizing
the importance of the Armenian Council

of America and commending the organi-
zation for its consistent advocacy on
behalf of the Armenian American com-
munity.

Special video messages were
shared from several prominent elected
officials, including Governor Gavin
Newsom, who reaffirmed the impor-
tance of Armenian Genocide remem-
brance and expressed continued support
for the Armenian American community.
Additional messages were delivered by
United States Senator Alex Padilla and
United States Senator Adam Schiff, both
of whom conveyed their appreciation
for ACA and their continued commit-
ment to issues of justice, democracy,
and human rights.

The program also acknowledged
representatives from the office of
Assemblymember Jessica M. Calozaand
the office of Los Angeles City
Councilmember Monica Rodriguez, who
conveyed their recognition of ACA’s
tireless advocacy.

A central part of the evening was
the presentation of awards recognizing
individuals and organizations whose lead-
ership, service, and achievements have
made a lasting impact on the Armenian
American community.

The Stepan Sapah-Gulian Integrity
Award was awarded to Representative
Frank Pallone Jr. in recognition of his
longstanding principled public service
and unwavering support for issues of
importance to Armenian Americans.

The Setrak Shahen Leadership
Award was presented to Mr. Sevak
Khatchadorian for his steadfast leader-
ship and dedication to the mission of the
Armenian Council of America.

The ACA also honored several
distinguished individuals with Lifetime
Service Awards, presented to Jirair
Giragosian, Vahe Atchabahian, Garine
Depoyan, Lena Manoukian, and Vasken
Kaltakjian for their many years of ser-
vice, commitment, and contributions to
the community.

Corporate Benevolence Awards
were presented to Nexus Auto Group
and R A & Associates in recognition of
their generosity and support.

The Armenian Excellence Awards
were presented to Eddie Zaratsian and
Hrush Achemyan for their professional
accomplishments and for bringing dis-
tinction to the Armenian American com-
munity through their respective fields.

The ACA Excellence in Journalism
Award was presented to Ellina Abovian
in recognition of her outstanding contri-
butions to journalism and her commit-
ment to informing and uplifting the com-
munity.

The evening continued with mu-
sical performances highlighting the
richness of Armenian American cul-
ture and the importance of community
connection. The program featured spe-
cial performances by acclaimed Arme-
nian folk and contemporary singers
Marta Kirakosyan, Irina Sychov, and
Robert Manukyan, whose artistry
added a vibrant cultural dimension to
the event.

The Armenian Council of America’s
inaugural galamarked an important mile-
stone for the organization and reaffirmed
its commitment to strengthening Arme-
nian American representation, civic en-
gagement, and advocacy.
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Flare of Hope Hosts Successful 4th Annual
Dinner Gala in Glendale

GLENDALE — The nonprofit
organization Flare of Hope celebrated
aremarkable milestone with the suc-
cessful hosting of its 4th Annual
Dinner Gala, welcoming nearly 300
attendees for an inspiring evening of
community, compassion, and cul-
tural celebration at Anush Banquet
Hall in Glendale.

Supporters, community lead-
ers, friends, and families gathered
for an elegant night featuring tradi-
tional Armenian cuisine, music, and
heartfelt fellowship, all in support of
the organization’s humanitarian mis-
sion.

The evening began with open-
ing remarks from Flare of Hope’s
CEO and founder, Steven

war. Guests also learned about the
organization’s ongoing initiatives
providing educational assistance,
medical support, and essential re-
sources to vulnerable communities.
A special highlight of the
evening was a musical performance
by the event’s honored guest singer,
the sensational superstar Aphrodite
Vlasserou, who traveled from Greece
to perform for the occasion. Her
powerful performance captivated the
audience and added a memorable
cultural touch to the celebration.
The gala also served as an op-
portunity for guests to contribute to
the cause, with generous donations
made throughout the evening, re-
flecting the strong spirit of generos-

Hovagimian, who shared a powerful
message about the importance of
compassion and collective action. In
his speech, he reminded guests that
meaningful change begins with the
willingness to care.

“Youdon’tneed a heavy wallet
to make a heavy impact. They say
you need a big bank account to
change the world, but we’re here to
prove that all youreally need is a big
heart. Your donation is more than
just a contribution; it’s a lifeline for
those who rely on us. Small acts,
when multiplied by many people,
can transform the world. Flare of
Hope is here to transform the world,
country by country.”

Throughout the evening, attend-
ees received updates about the
organization’s expanding humanitar-
ian efforts. Presentations highlighted
Flare of Hope’s work supporting
elderly individuals, people with dis-
abilities, university students in need,
and families affected by poverty and

ity within the community.

Attendees expressed deep ap-
preciation for the mission and ac-
complishments of Flare of Hope,
applauding the organization’s dedi-
cation to helping those most in need.
Many guests shared their enthusi-
asm and encouragement, wishing the
organization continued growth and
success.

As the evening concluded with
music and celebration, supporters voiced
their excitement about the future and
their desire to return next year.

Following the tremendous suc-
cess of this year’s event, Flare of
Hope now looks ahead to its Sth
Anniversary Dinner Gala next year,
promising an even greater opportu-
nity to unite the community in com-
passion and service.

The organization extends its sin-
cere gratitude to all attendees, donors,
volunteers, and supporters whose pres-
ence and contributions made the evening
an unforgettable success.
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Armenian Alphabet Monument Unveiled
Near the European Parliament in Strasbourg

STRASBOURG — A monument
dedicated to the Armenian alphabet has
been unveiled in Strasbourg, in the
areaadjacent to the administrative build-
ing of the European Parliament. The
ceremony took place in the presence
of Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan and European Parliament
President Roberta Metsola.

Titled “Root Script — The Power
of Dialogue,” the sculpture was in-
stalled by the Republic of Armeniaasa
gesture of gratitude for the European
Parliament’s continued and unwaver-
ing support. The monument is com-
posed of letters from the Armenian
alphabet.

In her remarks, Roberta Metsola
emphasized that dialogue is the corner-
stone of democracy, noting that it unites
people and moves societies forward.

“Ultimately, this is the essence of
the European Parliament — building
dialogue with one another, with our
citizens, and with the world around us.
Through this beautiful work, this rep-
resentation of the Armenian alphabet,
the Armenian language secures its place
in the rich and diverse dialogue called
Europe,” Metsola said. She also quoted
Armenian poet Silva Kaputikyan:
“Wherever you may be, wherever you
go under this moon, never forget your
mother tongue.”

We Must Protect the Armenia We Have Built

Continued from page 1

years. We have also overcome models
of patriotism that were imposed on us
by others,” he said.

According to the prime minister,
Armenia is now confronting its own
history, its current reality, and the
responsibilities ahead.

“On this path we will make mis-
takes, and we will also make revisions.
There was once a slogan used by civil
society: ‘We are the masters of our
country.” Today that slogan has be-
come reality—we are the masters of
our country. That was the greatest
goal we could have had, and that goal
has now been achieved,” Pashinyan
said.

He emphasized that the next step
is to build a state system that perma-
nently guarantees the citizens of the
Republic of Armenia the ability to re-
main the true owners of their country.

“This reality must continue to
develop. Today we can do this and we
can allow ourselves to do so because
we have replaced our survival agenda
with a development agenda. Today
Armenia is not merely surviving—the
Republic of Armenia exists, develops,
works, sets agendas, and solves them.
Armenia’s international reputation is
steadily growing, and its regional stand-
ing is also increasing. Today Armenia
is capable of shaping its own environ-
ment in ways that create greater com-
fort and stability for itself. This is very
important, and we must continue on
this path,” he said.

Pashinyan concluded by noting
that solving the country’s challenges
requires an effective system of public
administration.

“To address these challenges, we
need an efficient system of state gov-
ernance, and we are moving along that
path,” the prime minister said.

Social Democratic Hunchakian Party

The Social Democratic Hunchakian Party is proud to have two of its
representatives, Léna Melkonian and Saro Mardiryan, as part of this new
municipal majority. Their commitment continues the tradition of civic participa-
tion and public responsibility that has characterized our movement since its

founding.

We also wish to express our deep gratitude to the members, activists, and
supporters of the Social Democratic Hunchakian Party who, through their
mobilization, grassroots efforts, and constant support throughout the campaign,

contributed decisively to this victory.

Faithful to its heritage and to the values of Democracy, Social Justice,
Brotherhood, and Progress, the Social Democratic Hunchakian Party will
continue to work responsibly in the service of all residents of Alfortville, in a spirit
of unity and cooperation within the municipal majority.

Social Democratic Hunchakian Party France Executive Committee
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Hosted by the Engerayin Tivan

April 11th, 7026 at SPM

)~

DJ Dance, Mazza, Drinks & Hookah!
Signature Hookah Lounge
8660 Foothill Blvd, Sunland, CA 91040

RSVP
Aline 626-486-7662
Sebouh 818-325-6123

Donation $60
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